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new 333488) books 


3RD PRINTING 


Myth or Legend ? 


by GLYN DANIEL, SIR LEONARD WOOLLEY, and other experts who 
examine such fascinating subjects as Atlantis, Tristan and Isolt, Nemi and the 
Golden Bough, etc. Sir MORTIMER WHEELER: “I read this book with the 
greatest of pleasure.” Illustrated. 10/6 net 


Hypnosis: Its Meaning and Practice 
by ERIC CUDDON, M.A., B.C.L., Barrister-at-Law 


A re-issue, with additions, of this excellent practical introduction to hypnotism 
and what can be done with its aid. 10/6 net 


The Art of Checkmate 


by GEORGES RENAUD and VICTOR KAHN 


A simple, comprehensive book by two former champions of France, to 
help players force checkmate at the earliest possible chance. 12/6 net 


§ The Statecraft of Machiavelli 
by HERBERT BUTTERFIELD 
Master of Peterhouse, Professor of Modern History, University of Cambridge 


A re-issue of an important but little-known book of which few copies were 
circulated, by the author of Christianity and History. 8/6 net 


What Do You Know ? 
by JOHN P. WYNN 


A book of 1,000 general knowledge questions for brains of every degree by 
the organizer of the famous Quiz Programme of the same name. With very 
full answers. 7/6 net 


Chess and Chessmasters 
by G. STAHLBERG 


Studies, by the Swedish grandmaster, of the leading players from Lasker down 
to the present younger Russian school. 12/6 net 


Man In The Beginning 
by WILLIAM HOWELLS 


A biography of the human race from its beginning up to the civilization of 
Greece and Rome. By the author of The Heathens and Mankind So Far. 
Illustrated. 18/6 net 


G. BELL & SONS, LTD., 6 PORTUGAL ST., LONDON, W.C.2 
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WONDER 
BOOKS 


. - +» are excellent Children’s 
Books. Each of the twenty 
titles is completely up-to-date, 
containing a mine of interesting 
information, with eight beautiful 
colour plates and hundreds of 
photographs and drawings. 


15/- each 


ANIMALS 
RAILWAYS 
SHIPS 
THE ARMY 
THE NAVY 
AIRCRAFT 
WHY & WHAT 
WONDERS 
NATURE 
MOTORS 
SCIENCE 
DO YOU KNOW ? 
TELL ME WHY ? 
HOW ITS DONE 
STORY WONDER BOOK 
WOULD YOU BELIEVE IT? 
THINGS TO DO 
THE R.A.F. 
THE FARM 
BIBLE STORIES 








LWARD LOCK. 


The Red Sea 
Mountains 


of Egypt 


by L. A. TREGENZA 


During many years in Egypt, the 
author devoted his leisure from 
university work to travelling through 
the Eastern Desert, observing its 
natural phenomena and particularly 
the life and migration of birds. This 
book is mainly concerned with a 
prolonged journey on foot in the 
summer of 1949. Arab guides, 
with their baggage camels, were 

Mr. Tregenza’s only companions 
and his conversations with them are 
recorded with fidelity. Illustrated. 
21s. net 


William Hogarth: 
The Analysis of Beauty 


Edited by JOSEPH BURKE 
With the Rejected Passages from 
the.Manuscript Drafts and 
Autobiographical Notes 


William Hogarth’s Analysis of Beauty 
is remarkable as the first work by a 
European artist to base a complete 
theory of aesthetics on formal values. 
It throws valuable light on his own 
practice as a painter, and is a key 


document for the art historian. 42s. net 


Hogarth’s 
Peregrination 


Edited by CHARLES MITCHELL 


‘There can be nothing but applause 
for Mr. Mitchell’s admirably careful 
and thorough editing, and nothing 
but gratitude to him for presenting 
in so attractive a form this engaging 
piece of eighteenth-century high 
spirits.’ Times Literary Supplement 


‘ The Peregrination must be one of 
the most vivid evocations of its period 
in existence : one sees and hears these 
* Roaring Boys”. . .” Time and Tide 
15s. net 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 











CELE oy a aT 
“ Science for Everyman Series” 


By J. GORDON COOK, PH.p., F.R.I.c. 


Books in this new Series describe in 
non-technical language how the latest 
developments in science will affect the 
lives of ordinary men and women. 


FIRST TWO TITLES 
Our Astonishing 
Atmosphere 


This book summarizes the amazing things 
scientists now know about the earth’s 
atmosphere. 


The Fight for Food 


Within a few generations there will be 
twice as many people to feed. This book 
tells how science will produce the food of 
the future. Each illustrated. 10s. 6d. 


Nick of the River 


The Story of ex-Detective 
Inspector D. H. C. Nixon, C.I.D. 


ANTHONY RICHARDSON 


The story of the Thames River Police, the 
oldest uniformed police force in the world, 
told for the first time by one of its senior 
officers. Detective Inspector Nixon known 
to his friends the world over as “Nick of 
the River” was always on the spot, dealing 
withevery crime from murder to smuggling. 
(Nov. 14 publication) 15s. 


Log Hut (2nd imp.) 
THOMAS FIRBANK 
Author of “I Bought a Mountain.” 
“Mr. Fairbank firmly establishes himself 
here as in the best as opposed to the com- 
petent tradition of writers about the green 
side of England. For its power of 
evocative writing Log Hut can take its 
place with country classics of the present 
century.” — Spectator. 10s. 6d. 








A Novel of the Sea 


The Wheel of Fortune 


Author of “ Soldier, Sail North’ (4th imp.) 
JAMES PATTINSON 

This is James Pattinson’s second novel. 

Of his first, Soldier, Sail North, a critic 

said: “‘The best of its kind since The Cruel 

Sea.” (Nov. 14) 10s. 6d. 
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CAMBRIDGE 
BOOKS 


Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau 
F. C. GREEN 
Professor Green draws on new 
material in this long-needed 
account of the personality and 
works of Rousseau, a man of 
brilliant gifts and deplorable 
character. 27s. 6d. net 


Man on his Past 
H. BUTTERFIELD 


In this survey Professor Butter- 
field considers historical schol- 
arship from the middle of the 
eighteenth century to the time 
of Lord Acton. 22s. 6d. net 


The Great 
Experiment 
F. THISTLETHWAITE 


. as an introduction to the 
Sianey of the American people 
in the formative years it would 
be hard to better this book.’ 
Financial Times. 25s. net 


West Africa 
J. D. FAGE 


This book describes the char- 
acteristics of West African 
civilisation and outside influ- 
ences upon it, from the Empire 
of Ghana to the present time. 
15 maps. 12s. 6d. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 


























Furniture in Roman Britain 
JOAN LIVERSIDGE 10s 6d 


The Charm of Indo-Islamic 
Architecture. J. TERRY 15s 


Geometry in Egyptian Art 
E. CHRISTIE KIELLAND 30s 


Ten Books on Architecture 
L. B. ALBERTI 35s 


Hittite Art 2300-750 B.C. 
MAURICE VIEYRA 15s 


Bush Negro Art 
P. J. C. DARK 8s 6d 


Early Venetian Painters 
F. M. GODFREY 15s 


In the press: 


The Building of Malta 1530-1795 
J. QUENTIN HUGHES 42s 


ALEC TIRANTI LTD. 
LONDON, W.1 


Sine arts since 1895 











PAN BOOKS 2/- 2/6 


Justice at Work 


JAMES AVERY JOYCE. Deals with 
judges, magistrates, court pro- 
cedure, libel, treason, divorce, 
motoring offences, capital punish- 
ment, etc. 2/- 


The Bull of Minos 


LEONARD COTTRELL. B.B.C. pro- 
ducer’s story of the great archaeo- 
logical discoveries of Schliemann 
and Sir Arthur Evans in Greece’and 
Crete. With 12 pages of plates. 2/6 


Hatred, Ridicule or 
Contempt 
JOSEPH DEAN. Account of forty 
famous libel cases, quoting the 
significant words of witness, counsel 
or judge. (Nov.) 2/- 


From all booksellers. Full list from 
8 HEADFORT PLACE, LONDON, 
S.W.|I. 
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NEW 


JAMES & JANET MACLEAN 
TODD’S 
VOICES FROM THE PAST 
A Classical Anthology for the 
Modern Reader. 
FOREWORD BY SIR MAURICE BOWRA 


With 500 extracts, many newly 
translated, from 130 writers of the 
classical world, this is ‘ the nearest 
thing I have seen to a classical 
education in one book ’— 

Paul Jennings. 


Demy 8vo 550 pages 30s. net 


MAUDE & POWELL’S 
BIOGRAPHY OF A NATION 
A Short History of Britain 


Two brilliant M.P.’s describe the 
rise and spread of British national 
consciousness. ‘Calculated to 
appeal to the busy man or woman 
who wants to know something 
about the country’s past’—Sir 
Charles Petrie. Large Crown 8vo 
224 pages 12s. 6d. net 


STUART CHASE’S 
POWER OF WORDS 


The famous pioneer of semantics 
discusses problems of communica- 
tion in the modern world. ‘ A sane 
and careful attack on careless 
speaking and indifferent listening ’— 
Oxford Mail. 
Demy 8vo 


320 pages 18s. net 


WILLY MEISL’S 
SOCCER REVOLUTION 


The Foreign Editor of World 
Sports and former Austrian goal- 
keeper, diagnoses the causes of 
our international soccer failures. 
‘Will do more for our football 
than a dozen other books’— 
Kenneth Wolstenholme 
Large Crown 8vo 192 pages With 
30 plates 15s. net 


Through all bookshops 
Published by Phoenix House Ltd. 
38 William IV Street, London, W.C.2 




















STUDIES IN SOCIAL HISTORY 
A Tribute to Trevelyan 
Edited by J. H. Plumb 


Eight historians have combined contributions in this volume to 
honour Dr. G. M. Trevelyan on his eightieth birthday; each 
has written a short study of a subject in which he or she is an 
acknowledged expert. 21s, net. 


STRANGE ISLAND 
A Compilation by Francesca Wilson 


This is a collection of the most interesting impressions formed 
of the British by foreign visitors during the past five hundred 
years. The author lets the foreign visitors—many of them 
brilliant writers in their day—speak in their own words down 
the ages and she provides interesting biographical details. The 
period covered is between 1395 and 1940. 

Illustrated, 21s, net. 


THE KING IN HIS COUNTRY 
Aubrey Buxton 


Shooting was one King George the Sixth’s many accomplishments 
and his favourite pastime. In writing this sporting biography the 
author has had access to the late King’s personal records and 
game books and to a large number of private photographs, many 
of which appear in the book. Illustrated, 18s. net. 


ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Volume Ill 
A. C. Ward 


With illustrations collected and annotated 
by Elizabeth Williams 


This is the concluding volume in the series and takes the reader 
from William Blake to the death of Bernard Shaw 
December gth, Illustrated, 25s. net. 


LONGMANS 
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ART BOOKS AND COLOUR 
REPRODUCTION 
J. P. HARTHAN 


COLOUR reproductions, it has been said, stand in much the same relation- 
ship to the visual arts as radio and gramophone records to music; they serve 
as a reminder or suggestion of the appearance of a picture when direct access 
to the original is not possible. But whereas radio broadcasts and recordings 
relay or perpetuate a ‘live’ performance of a piece of music, colour reproduc- 
tions can do no more than provide at best an analogy or approximation to 
an original painting. Pictures are material objects, painted on wall surfaces, 
wood, canvas, and other grounds, for which paper must be substituted in 
the reproduction. Choice of the right kind of paper, accuracy in blending 
colour pigments and careful press-work are among the technical and 
economic factors which make colour reproduction a costly and hazardous 
undertaking. Even if a high degree of colour fidelity is obtained the reduction 
in scale which is usually necessary to reproduce frescoes or large oil paintings 
in an ordinary quarto or octavo book is likely to upset the tonal relationships. 
Colours which blend harmoniously when they have ‘space to breathe’ on a 
large canvas tend to clash if their areas are compressed, producing a crudity of 
tone and hard, brilliant effect foreign to the original. This applies especially 
to oil paintings in which there is a heavy impasto and subtle colour mixtures 
applied with a heavy brush. Tempera, water-colour, line and wash drawings 
—all techniques with a simpler colour range—are less liable to distortion 
and are therefore more suitable than works in oil for colour reproduction. 


Despite these difficulties there has been a constant demand for colour 
reproduction ever since Baxter’s experiments in colour printing made in the 
second quarter of the 19th century. In the visual arts colour makes a stronger 
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and more immediate appeal than design, composition or iconography, the 
grammar of which needs learning. Colour reproduction, therefore, plays an 
important role in introducing the layman to art and stimulating in him a wish 
to know more. For students it forms an invaluable aide-mémoire to be used 
with discrimination, together with good half-tone plates and checked by 
recourse to the original whenever possible. 


The popularity of colour plates in recent years has become so great that 
their inclusion in art publications is almost a commercial necessity, though 
the tendency to reproduce a few favourite artists by a few favourite paintings 
may be regretted where the field is so wide. Quality of reproduction and 
colour accuracy varies from the very bad to the reasonably accurate. In 
assessing colour reproductions, points to look for are the consistency of the 
colours with themselves, e.g. when a whole picture and details are given 
the colours should be the same in both, and the over-all ‘feel’ which should 
faithfully reflect the artist’s personal colour-sense however short the 
reproduction falls, as it must, in providing an exact facsimile of one of his 
original works. 


The book list which follows is mainly limited to publishers’ series of colour 
reproductions appearing since 1945 and excludes separate colour prints. 
Many series of colour reproductions are printed abroad and distributed in 
Great Britain under an English imprint. When appropriate, these are 
included in the following list, but it must be borne in mind that certain 
important series, such as the publications of the firm of Skira (Paris and 
Geneva) have had to be omitted because, although distributed in Great 
Britain, they do not appear under a British imprint. The books mentioned 
are further limited to those in which not less than half of the plates are in 
colour. 

Heading the list of comprehensive series, not limited to a particular period 
or school of painting, is the Faber Gallery (Faber, 9s.6d. each, paper covers) 
which began publication in 1945 under the general editorship of the 
distinguished critic R. H. Wilenski. Each title contains ten to twelve tipped- 
in colour plates with introduction and notes on the pictures by a recognised 
expert. Forty-eight titles have so far appeared, covering many of the great 
European masters. A separate series, identical in format, is the Faber Gallery 
of Oriental Art, edited by Basil Gray, Keeper of Oriental Antiquities at the 
British Museum, London, which deals with the pictorial art of Persia, India 
and the Far East. Eight titles have appeared to date (three at 8s.6d., five at 
12s.6d.). Another series aiming at a general view of European Masters is the 
Fontana Pocket Library of Great Art (Collins, 1954-, 4s. each, paper covers) 
containing double-spread colour plates with a detail close-up on the other 
side repeating a section of the picture. Though the colours are frequently 
inconsistent, suggesting a coloured lithograph texture, this modestly priced 
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series sensibly fulfils its object in enabling a small reference library of great 
paintings to be collected at minimum cost. Among the artists who have 
already appeared are Botticelli, Manet, Cezanne, Gauguin, Degas, Utrillo 
and Toulouse-Lautrec. In the Library of Great Painters (Idehurst Press, 1951, 
now taken over by Cassell, sos. each, with a de luxe edition at 105s.) there are 
fifty mounted plates in each volume with facing pages of commentary, 
preceded by an introduction containing a stylistic analysis of each painter 
illustrated by monochrome reproductions. The outstanding works of each 
painter are reproduced, the series forming a good example of the aide- 
mémoire colour-plate book. Volumes have appeared on El Greco, Renoir and 
Van Gogh, all artists noted for their rich, glowing colour. The Degas volume 
by D. C. Rich, no longer available in the original edition, has been reissued by 
Thames & Hudson (105s.). The Iris Colour Books (Batsford, 1947-, 21s., 25s. 
and 30s. each) cover different aspects of the visual arts—mosaic, stained glass, 
illuminations—in addition to four volumes on painting. For the student of 
Italian painting two important titles are Piero della Francesca Frescoes (1949, 
21s.), with text by the Italian scholar Roberto Longhi, and Giotto Frescoes 
(1951, 25s.), with text by Walter Ueberwasser. In the Francesca volume the 
full, flowing colours of the famous frescoes illustrating the legend of the 
Holy Cross in the choir of San Francesco, Arezzo, are for the first time 
correctly and successfully reproduced. Russian Icons (1953), by Philipp 
Schweinfurth and the Art of the Far East (1947), by Lawrence Binyon, are 
further titles in this excellent series introducing the student to non-European 
painting. 


An interesting series with a different arrangement is Form and Colour 
(Longmans, 1949-, 12s.6d. each) in which one picture only is shown in detail. 
The complete picture is reproduced as a frontispiece and enlarged details 
shown in six other plates. In Roger van der Weyden: Pieta (1949), the famous 
picture from the Mauritshuis, The Hague, is discussed by Professor Willem 
Vogelsang with satisfying reproductions which painstakingly render the 
craquelure (i.e. cracking of the varnish) of the original. Lionello Venturi’s 
study of Botticelli’s Nativity (1950), from the Uffizi, Florence, and Leo van 
Puyvelde’s discussion of Rubens’ Battle of the Amazons (1950) belong also to 
this series intended for students making a detailed examination of the style 
and technique of the great masters through one of their most typical works. 
All titles in this series are at the moment out of print, but publication of a 
new volume on Bosch’s Garden of Delights,is announced. Asmall format series, 
dealing with a wide range of painters, is Masters in Colour (Medici Society, 
4s. each, loose-leaf) which has been appearing since 1932. These popular 
booklets contain six colour reproductions as well as black and white 
illustrations, of well-known paintings by such diverse artists as Giotto, 
Van Eyck, Leonardo da Vinci, Breughel, Rubens and Chardin. 
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For those to whom the French Impressionists and Post-Impressionist 
painters have a special appeal there is ample provision. The Paris printed 
Editions du Chéne (English edition, Lindsay Drummond and Ernest Benn, 
1948-, 25s. each, spiral binding) are attractively produced in accurate colours. 
The text is confined to a short introduction; there is no commentary on the 
pictures, but brief details are printed underneath the sixteen tipped-in plates. 
Among the artists covered are Van Gogh, Cezanne, Gauguin, Picasso ‘Blue’ 
and ‘Pink’ periods, Braque and an interesting volume on Chagall’s water- 
colours painted between 1942-1946 with an introduction by the art critic and 
historian Edith Hoffmann. Another series dealing mainly with the ever popu- 
lar French Impressionists is the Abrams Art Books, originally printed in the 
U.S.A. but now taken over by Thames & Hudson (25s. each, paper covers). 
The ‘Collectors Editions’ contain sixteen colour plates, mounted on heavy 
paper, with a biography of the artist and notes on the plates. Twenty-eight 
titles are available ranging from Bosch and Breughel to Manet, Renoir, Van 
Gogh, Gauguin and Utrillo; special mention may be made of the Rouault 
volume with commentary by the French Catholic philosopher Jacques 
Maritain. Another popular series dealing with the modern French school is 
the Collection Palettes (Soho Gallery, 1947-, 10s.6d. and 15s. with sixteen or 
twenty-four colour plates), edited by George Besson. This series is in small 
format, the information on each plate being confined to title, measurements 
and ownership. Artists include Monet, Cezanne, Renoir, Gauguin, Toulouse- 
Lautrec, Klee, Dufy, Rousseau, and a general volume on masterpieces in the 
Louvre. The Phoenix Folios (Phoenix House, 1950-, 63s. each) contain six 
large colour reproductions (16% 20 inches) of selected pictures by old and 
modern masters, with notes on the life and work of the artists. The reproduc- 
tions may be detached from their folder for individual framing, and approach 
the category of colour prints though issued in book form. This is a useful 
series for those desiring good colour reproductions of famous, much loved 
pictures, e.g. Leonardo’s ‘Mona Lisa’, Rembrandt’s ‘Girl with a Broom’, 
Bronzino’s child-portrait of ‘Maria de’ Medici’, Vermeer’s ‘Lady at the 
Virginals’ and Constable’s ‘Cornfield’, as well as representative works by 
Turner, Corot, Matisse and Picasso. 

English painting of the 2oth century is well represented in Penguin Modern 
Painters (Penguin Books, 3s.6d. each, paper covers) which appeared between 
1943-1949, one of the earliest and best of the series within our chronological 
limits. Edited by Sir Kenneth Clark, with introductory texts by leading 
critics, this series includes a representative selection of modern British 
painters and three foreign artists, two American (Ben Shahn and Edward 
Hopper, the latter out of print) and one Swiss (Klee). Titles still in print in 
the British group comprise Duncan Grant, Winifred Nicholson, Stanley 
Spencer, Frances Hodgkins, Ben Nicholson, David Jones and Edward 
Bawden. 
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The most recent and most successful series of colour reproductions yet to 
appear is the Gallery of Masterpieces (Hamish Hamilton, 1955-, 63s. each) of 
which three titles have been issued—Rembrandt, Fra Angelico, and Giotto’s 
Frescoes in the upper church at Assisi, each with twenty-nine large colour 
plates measuring up to 15 x11 inches. Two further volumes on Van Eyck 
and Goya, with forty plates (84s. each) are planned for the near future. These 
volumes are English editions of the Bibliotheque des Merveilles, published by 
the Paris firm of Amiot-Dumont with plates printed at the Sidera Press, 
Milan. The bold claim of ‘total fidelity’ is justified to the extent that as many 
as eighteen colours are used in the printing of the plates which are based on 
extremely faithful reproductions in oil made by the painter and copyist 
Annibale Belli. The text matter, slightly reduced from the French edition, 
consists of an introduction, bibliography and notes on the plates. In the 
Fra Angelico volume the problems of reproducing the artist’s individual 
shades of blue and pink, the latter being notoriously difficult to reproduce 
other than in a coarsened travesty, are successfully tackled for the first time. 
The Rembrandt volume contains a magnificent double-page reproduction 
of the celebrated ‘Night Watch’ picture in the Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, 
with several details. The appeal of the Giotto volume, devoted exclusively 
to one of the artist’s major single decorative schemes, can only be surpassed 
by a visit to Assisi itself, though an illustration of the interior of the church 
would have been useful in setting the frescoes in their context and giving 
an idea of size. 


A small number of additional volumes merit notice on account of the 
quality of the plates or interest of subject. The chef-d’ oeuvres of some of the 
great national galleries are illustrated in three volumes published by Thames 
& Hudson: Art Treasures of the Louvre (84s., 100 colour plates with mono- 
chrome reproductions), with text by René Huyghe, former Curator of 
Paintings and Drawings; Art Treasures of the Metropolitan |New York] (100s., 
130 colour plates, 81 half-tone illustrations), introduced by Francis H. Taylor; 
and Art Treasures of the Prado [Madrid] Museum (100s., 71 colour plates, 
96 black-and-white plates), by H. B. Wehle. A. F. Chase’s Famous Paintings 
(Macdonald, 1951, 18s., 50 colour plates), with preface by Sir Gerald Kelly, 
is specially designed to introduce art to young people. There are also several 
useful anthologies of French r9th century paintings in addition to the series 
already mentioned. Duplication is avoided in The French Impressionists in Full 
Colour, by Clive Bell (Phaidon Press, 1951, 21s., 48 plates in colour), and 
Basil Taylor’s The Impressionists and Their World (Phoenix House, 1953, 215., 
48 colour plates and 48 monochrome plates), to which may be added 
R. Cogniat’s French Painting at the Time of the Impressionists (joint imprint of 
Hyperion Press and Continental Publishers, 1951, 63s., 101 plates). Vincent 
Van Gogh in Full Colour (Phaidon Press, 1951, 21s., 48 plates), introduced by 
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Wilhelm Uhde, reproduces the work of perhaps the best loved artist of the 
present day. In Japanese Masters of the Colour Print (Phaidon Press, 1954, 
37s.6d.), by J. Hillier, the delicate colours and pervasive charm of an import- 
ant branch of Japanese pictorial art are revealed in twenty-one colour plates 
of exceptional quality. A little known school of Italian Renaissance painting 
is presented by Benedict Nicolson in The Painters of Ferrara (Elek, 1950, 
12 large colour plates and 24 monochrome plates, now out of print), 
reproducing works by Cosimo Tura, Francesco del Cossa, Ercole de’ Roberti 
and others. From the same publishers comes F. J. B. Watson’s Canaletto (1950 
and edition revised 1954, 63s.), a hauntiig evocation of 18th century Venice. 
The perfection of 18th century Dutch flower painting is brilliantly rendered 
in the twelve large colour plates, accompanied by a scholarly catalogue 
raisonné, of Colonel M. H. Grant’s Jacob van Huysum (F. Lewis, 1950, 168s.), 
a de luxe folio appealing equally to botanist, bibliophile and art historian and 
outstanding in its own right as one of the most opulent British colour 
plate books to appear since 1945. 


Mr. J. P. Harthan is Assistant Keeper of the Library at the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliographies 
MOUNTAINEERING. Janet Adam Smith. Cambridge University Press 
for the National Book League, 2s.6d. 1955. 18-5 cm. 24 pages. Paper covers. 
(Reader’s Guides, Second Series, 1) 
Books on mountaineering appear to have an attraction for many more people than 
actual climbers. The compiler of this list of books, a personal selection, suggests in her 
introduction that the main reason is that such people are concerned with the theme of 
the ‘Quest’, which has had a perennial appeal. The list is usefully arranged in sections: 
Alps and Mountains of Europe, Beyond Europe, Everest Books, Climbing in Britain, 
Historical and Biographical, Anthologies, Technical. From these books the reader 
will obtain some idea of the progress and scope of mountaineering and also of 
climbers’ various motives for climbing. (016-79652) 


A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WORKS IN ENGLISH OF 
ARNOLD TOYNBEE, 1910-1954. Compiled by Monica Popper. 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, 5s. 1955. 26-5 cm. 63 leaves. Indexes. 

All who are interested in Dr. Toynbee’s concept of history will welcome this admirable 

bibliography which gives full details of his works, chronologically arranged by year 


of publication. In addition to a title index, there are indexes of persons and institutions 
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with whom he has collaborated and of conferences, periodicals and series to which 4 


he has contributed. (016-9) 


Library Science 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES. A Short Manual. C. A. Stott. 2nd edition. ' 


Cambridge University Press, 10s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 148 pages. Frontispiece 
photograph. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


The main text of the first edition (1947) of this manual by the Honorary Secretary 
of the School Library Association remains unaltered, but the bibliography has been 


brought up to date and one appendix discusses briefly some of the more important 


developments in school library practice and theory since first publication. It is a useful | 


work of guidance for all those concerned with the planning and administration of a 
school library on modern lines. (027-8) 


Journalism 
PETERBOROUGH COURT. The Story of “The Daily Telegraph’. 


Lord Burnham. Cassell, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 236 pages. 20 illustrations. Biographical | 


note. Index. 


It is odd to learn from this centenary account that one of the now small company of 


‘quality’ 5 ap in Britain was founded by a soldier to further a private vendetta. 
Taken over after a few weeks by its printer, a great-grandfather of the author, who 
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risked selling it at a penny when all the other London papers were fivepence or more, 
the Daily Telegraph quickly became the favourite journal of the rising English middle 
class. After great days under the first Lord Burnham, it nearly fell to the onslaught of 
the early 20th century halfpenny press, but was rejuvenated and nursed to its million 
sale, without sacrificing its standards, by the late Lord Camrose. It is an absorbing 
story, enlivened by candid comment and amusing anecdote, and is of value to those 
interested in social changes as well as to students of the Press. (072) 

Miscellanies 
THE SATURDAY BOOK, 1s. Edited by John Hadfield. Hutchinson, 
25s. 1955. 23°§ cm. 276 pages. Numerous photographs and drawings (some in 

colour). 

The Saturday Book has become an institution, and the present volume provides a fund 
of enjoyment. Among the contents, Nancy Spain writes amusingly po the best selling 
novelist Ethel M. Dell; Philip Henderson gives an interesting account of Laurence 
Oliphant, victim of a mountebank ‘prophet’; C. Willett Cunnington traces the 
natural history of the Spiv; the sporting section has articles on archery, croquet and 
ballooning; that on inventions gives a fascinating glimpse of life-size mechanical 
musicians; there are one or two stories, and the illustrations include sections devoted 
to ancient English customs, teapots, jewellery, and the nude in famous paintings. 
The whole is a pleasing, attractive divertissement that will beguile a host of readers. 
(082-2) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


FREEDOM. A New Analysis. Maurice Cranston. 2nd edition. Longmans, 
12s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 190 pages. Index. 
A new issue of this clear but closely argued book is to be welcomed. Trained in the 
school of logical analysis but sceptical of its negative conclusions, the author clears 
away a good deal of undergrowth before demonstrating that the traditional problem 
of the freedom of the will has remained a problem because there is a ‘reality’ to be 
discussed. His study of liberalism—British, French, German and American—is shrewd 
and well-informed. The new edition contains no radical changes, except that Mr. 
Cranston confesses to certain omissions which, given his ability to tackle basic subjects, 
we hope he may be able to make good in another book. (123) 


THE INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS. . Sigmund Freud. 
Translated from the German and edited by James Strachey. New edition. 
Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 724 pages. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

Freud made many revisions in the successive editions of this book, which he rightly 

regarded as containing the most valuable of his discoveries. The revisions were not 

systematically recorded in the past but they are here identified and dated in a variorum 
edition. Passages omitted in later editions and earlier versions of revised passages are 
also given, and explanatory notes added. The present edition is a reprint (with five 
additional notes of minor importance) of that included in the Standard Edition, 
Vols. IV and V, of 1953. (135) 


GOOD BEHAVIOUR. Being a Study of Certain Types of Civility. 
Harold Nicolson. Constable, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 304 pages. 8 plates. Index. 


Sir Harold Nicolson examines twelve types of civility, each of which ‘emphasised 
certain facets of conduct which appeared important as expressive of the contemporary 
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ideal’. They are—the superior man of Confucius; the Greek ideal of the beautiful and 
the good; the Roman gravitas; the early Christians; chivalry; English civility of the 
Renaissance; Shakespeare’s perfect youth; the court of Louis XIV; the English 
gentleman; German gemiitlichkeit; English 19th century respectability; and muscular 
Christianity. To the discussion of these he brings great erudition and a humorous 
urbanity strongly tinged with irony. His chapters are spiced with a wealth of curious 
and amusing detail culled over a long period of years from a wide range of authorities. 
The result is a delightful and extremely entertaining book. (177) 


GOD TO MAN AND MAN TO GOD. The Discourses of Meher Baba. 
Edited by C. B. Purdom Gollancz, 18s. 1955. 20-5 cm. 272 pages. Index and 
Glossary. 

The ideas expounded here are those of an Indian sage who abandoned the use of 

speech thirty years ago. Communicated originally by means of an alphabet-board, 

they were elaborated by a disciple and have been edited for the benefit of Western 
readers by an English devotee. Meher Baba himself now lives in permanent and 
inviolable seclusion. The discourses consist not so much of instruction as of meditations 
on the spiritual life which we are invited to ‘overhear’. Although the basis of Meher 

Baba’s reflections is Vedanta, the exposition has a winning simplicity: a glossary 

explains the few essential philosophical terms. There are sections on such subjects as 

discipleship, meditation, the law of Karma, happiness, God. The tone is lofty, but 
good sense is manifest throughout. Mr. Purdom writes a short, informative 

introduction. (181-48) 


JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU. A Critical Study of his Life and 
Writings. F. C. Green. Cambridge University Press, 27s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
384 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 

A critical survey of Rousseau’s life and writings incorporating the research of the last 

fifty years was overdue. It is doubly welcome from an acknowledged authority on 

18th century literature. With impartiality and humour Professor Green portrays the 
troubled life and character of this prophet of the new age, using biographical details 
taken from the Confessions and the Correspondence, and incorporating critical analyses 
of the other works. A major factor in Rousseau’s influence was his magical style. 
Professor Green adds to the value of his admirable translations by giving the French 
original of quotations, either in the text or footnotes. (194-4) 


RELIGION 


AN EXISTENTIALIST THEOLOGY. A Comparison of Heidegger 
and Bultmann. John Macquarrie. S.C.M. Press, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 264 pages. 
Glossary. Bibliography. Indexes. (Library of Philosophy and Theology) 

No one interested in the contemporary movement of ideas can have failed to hear of 

the great ‘demythologising’ controversy associated with the name of the German 

theologian Bultmann. The difficulty for the layman is to find a convenient introduc- 
tion to Bultmann’s thought. Mr. Macquarrie’s book serves the double purpose of 
expounding Bultmann’s ideas and of relating them to the contemporary philosophy 
which Bultmann finds most congenial, that of Heidegger. A short introduction 
expounds the remarkable compatibility between certain branches of existentialist 
thought and Christian theology. Part I analyses the concept of existence from Heideg- 


ger’s standpoint, while Part II argues that in the Christian life the true meaning of | 
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authentic existence is realised. The book is lucid and excitingly argued; a glossary 
enables the ordinary reader to master a new and sometimes formidable terminology. 


(230) 


THE JEALOUS GOD. Three Meditations on Christian Discipline. Leslie 
Paul. Bles, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 128 pages. 
To this disturbing, candid yet salutary book the Bishop of Bristol contributes a 
foreword. The author believes that we are living in times when the sense of the 
personal is being lost, when the human is attacked and the divine ignored. By self- 
deception and various forms of pride, man seeks to escape from the truth about 
himself and to stifle the call to the stern discipline of divine love. Those who can bear 
the divine encounter and make a personal surrender are released from unreality and 
enter the realm of freedom and responsibility. (230) 


FAITH AND CULTURE. Bernard Eugene Meland. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 
1955. 20°§ cm. 210 pages. Index. 
One of the most interesting features of intellectual life in the Anglo-Saxon world is 
the resurgence of a coherent and challenging Protestant philosophy. The new Liberal 
Theology is very different from the old Modernism; it is an evangelical system 
deepened by the influence of Kierkegaard and a second experience of world tragedy. 
Professor Meland, of Chicago University, applies these new ideas to the problem of 
cultural development. He contends that the theories of emergent evolution are 
unintelligible without a theological foundation, and that man has no meaning unless 
he is conceived as “creation in miniature’. The book falls into three parts: the decline 
of faith and its causes, the prospects of religious revival and, most powerful of all, 
the conception of God as ‘hidden’ and as ‘discerned’. Although the writing is at times 
loaded with technicalities, the reader will be impressed by its deep sincerity and 
rewarded by much insight. (234°2) 


SURPRISED BY JOY. The Shape of My Early Life. C. S. Lewis. Bles, 
15s. 19$5. 22. cm. 224 pages. 
In the earlier chapters of this fascinating book, distinguished by its brilliant style and 
depth of insight, the author describes his childhood and adolescence as a background 
to his search for what he calls joy which led him first away from Christianity and then 
later to a rediscovery of its truth. During the period of conflict, he found that nearly 
all that he loved he believed to be imaginary; nearly all that he believed to be real he 
thought to be grim and meaningless. By the stern discipline of thought and un- 
yielding fidelity to his own experience, he was brought to see that the heart of reality 
is personal and subsequently he passed from theism to Christianity. (248) 


THE FOUR GREAT HERESIES. J. W. C. Wand. Mowbray, 8s.6d. 
1955. 19cm. 140 pages. Chronology. 
The Bishop of London’s Lent lectures for 1954 are an attempt to explain to a congrega- 
tion composed largely of lay people the issues involved in the four great heresies 
regarding the person of Christ—the Arian, the Apollinarian, the Nestorian and the 
Eutychian—and to show how the Church sought to deal with them. The historical 
setting of the heresies is well described, the ideas underlying each are carefully yet 
graphically expounded, and what might easily have become a dull discussion of well- 
worn themes vibrates with interest. No better introduction to the subject could 


be named. (270) 
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THE MEANING OF THE MONASTIC LIFE. Louis Bouyer of the 
Oratory. Translated from the French by Kathleen Pond. Burns & Oates, 215. 
1955. 22*5 cm. 220 pages. 
Pére Bouyer is concerned in this illuminating volume with the theory and practice 
of the monastic life. He contends that every Christian is called to seek God, and while 
the externals of the monastic life are not to be imitated by all, the essence of monasti- 
cism—austerity, communion with God, penance, the cultivation of the interior life— 
underlies all varieties of Christian vocation. The theological ideas which lie at the root 
of monasticism are analysed in some detail, and in the second part of the discussion 

hey are related to such questions as prayer, penance, work and the Mass. (271) 


LITURGIES OF THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS. Archdale A. King. 

Longmans, $0s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 444 pages. 47 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
This volume aims to provide an account of the extant liturgies of the religious Orders 
of the Western Church—the Carthusians, Cistercians, Premonstratensians, Carmelites 
and Dominicans. Its importance lies in the fact that it assembles in convenient form a 
vast amount of information which could not be found other than in specialised—and 
sometimes inaccessible—works of reference. Each chapter contains a brief survey of the 
Order under consideration, a history of the origin and development of the rite, a 
description of the architecture of the churches of the Order, and of their ornaments, 
and an examination of the rite as practised today with special reference to any 
differences from the standard Roman rite. The bibliographies, appendices and plates 
enhance the value of a book which should be welcomed by all students of Christian 
liturgy. (271) 


THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN ENGLAND. Vol. IL. The End of the 
Middle Ages. Dom David Knowles. Cambridge University Press, 45s. .1955. 
25*§ cm. 420 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 

In this massive volume, impressive alike in its erudition and manipulation of sources, 

Professor Knowles continues his history of the religious orders in England from the 

pontificate of Benedict XII (1334-42) to the end of the period of strife between 

the houses of York and Lancaster. This epoch has been neglected by monastic 
historians but the sources reveal significant developments—literary, controversial and 
institutional—which call for consideration in their mutual relationships. In the first 
part, there are chapters on patrons and architects, monks and friars in controversy, 
trends in speculation, and developments within the orders, with portraits of the more 
notable monks. The second part is concerned with the institutional background and 
the gradual changes in monastic life. (271) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Sociology 

SCIENCE, DEMOCRACY AND ISLAM and Other Essays. Humayun 

Kabir. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 126 pages. 

The author combines distinction in the field of philosophy and imaginative writing 
with the responsibilities of high officialdom in the Indian Republic. He is thus in a 
particularly good position to treat of matters affecting the welfare and outlook of 
modern man in both East and West. The most important essay is that which gives the 
book its title. It is the author’s claim that the civilisation of Islam, with its sense of 
rational unity, has done much to promote the scientific and democratic idea. “The 
Study of Philosophy’, though addressed primarily to the Indian public, will also 
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interest the western reader, while “The East and the Problems of Education’ disposes 
of many misconceptions concerning the conventional division between Orient and 
Occident. Stimulating and well written, this book should do much to break down 
prejudice on subjects of universal concern. (300) 


Political Science 


WHAT ARE TRUSTEE NATIONS: Elspeth Huxley. Batchworth Press, 
Is. 1955. 18-5 cm. 24 pages. 2 maps. Paper covers. (Background Books) 

A brief account of United Nations Trusteeship, and its historical background as the 

Permanent Mandates Commission of the League of Nations. The Trusteeship Council 

is described, and examples are given of its working. The text is simple, but should 

remove misunderstandings for those who have no knowledge of colonial affairs. 


(325-315) 


THE YEAR BOOK OF WORLD AFFAIRS, 1955. Edited by 
George W. Keeton and George Schwarzenberger. Stevens & Sons, 42s. 1955. 
25*5 cm. 406 pages. Index. 

In the wide range of articles dealing with international affairs and international law, 

Professor H. J. Morgenthau writes on United States foreign policy, Sir Alvary 

Gascoigne on Soviet foreign policy, and Miss Susan Strange on British foreign policy. 

The cight other main contributions deal with world affairs generally during the past 

year. There are also the usual reports of recent developments, grouped under economic, 

educational, geographical, institutional, legal and sociological headings, and these 

include a large number of book reviews. (327-058) 


FROM VIENNA TO VERSAILLES. L. C. B. Seaman. Methuen, 9s.6d. 
1955. 19cm. 228 pages. 8 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
The Congress of Vienna, 1815, and the Conference of Versailles, 1919, were each 
concerned in effecting the settlement of Europe after a major war and in preventing 
future wars. They are, therefore, striking landmarks by which a student or general 
reader may steer his course through a century’s international European politics. 
Mr. Seaman is a guide who gives confidence as he makes his way from Vienna, 
checks his position at the Crimea and follows the current of events leading to the 
1914-18 war, which gave Versailles its problems. His style is direct and incisive, his 
challenging of established misconceptions vigorous. Without doubt such a book as 
this has long been needed and readers would be unwise to miss it. (327-4028) 


Economics 


ESSENTIALS OF ECONOMICS. An Introduction and Outline for 
Students and for the General Reader. Douglas C. Hague and Alfred W. Stonier. 
Longmans, 12s.6d. 1955. 22cm. 184 pages. Index. 

Following the success of their Textbook of Economic Theory, which was intended for 

university students, the authors have produced this new book with a different aim— 

to make the basic principles of economics intelligible to the ordinary reader. It is 
clearly written, and should be found very helpful by anybody who wants a general 
explanation of monopoly, international trade, foreign exchange rates, and the other 
economic terms which he meets in his daily reading. Mr. Hague is Lecturer in 
Political Economy at University College, London, and Dr. Stonier is Senior Lecturer 
and Tutor in Political Economy at the same college. (330) 
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AUSTRALIA. Economic and Commercial Conditions in the Common- 
wealth of Australia, November, 1954. Prepared by Members of the 
United Kingdom Trade Commissioner Offices in Australia under the General 
Supervision of H. J. Gray. H.M. Stationery Office for the Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department, Board of Trade, 7s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 232 pages. 2 maps. 
Tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Overseas Economic Surveys) 

This survey was prepared as at November 1954, and the preceding one five years 

earlier. In reviewing the changes in the five years, a picture develops of a rapidly 

expanding economy in a country with a high standard of living. Population is 
increasing rapidly also, and, as forecast, secondary industries have almost doubled, 
both in the number of factories and of employees, since 1938. Export is still mainly of 
primary products, principally wool, and Australia’s prosperity, which is however at 
the expense of rising costs of production, is linked with the world price of wool. 

This report surveys public finance, primary production in each separate branch 

individually, power resources, transport, and the main groups of the manufacturing 

industry. There is a brief but important chapter on the Australian tariff. (330-994) 


rRADE UNIONS AND THE LAW. Horatio Vester and 
Anthony H. Gardner. Methuen, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 128 pages. Index. 
Under the present English law, trade unions enjoy certain rights and immunities which 
have not been conferred on other associations. This book describes for the layman in 
simple terms the legal position of a trade union. After a general and historical! 
introduction, the authors attempt to define the trade union, and refer to the different 
kinds of union. They then discuss the legal position at common law, privileges 
the union enjoys and its position in criminal law. Subsequent chapters deal with the 
union’s rules, its political activities, domestic tribunals and disciplinary powers, and 
actions by and against trade unions. The final chapter is on the union’s part in 
conciliation and arbitration. (331°880942) 


THE BRITISH CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT. Jack Bailey. 
Hutchinson, 8s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 180 pages. 15 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
(Hutchinson's University Library) 

The National Secretary of the Co-operative Party gives in this little book, after a brief 

historical introduction, a clear and comprehensive survey of the present-day workings 

of co-operation in Great Britain. He describes the general co-operative principles, the 
working of the retail and wholesale societies and of the agricultural and other 
specialist co-operative societies, and the organisation and functions of the Co- 
operative Union, the Co-operative Party and the Co-operative International; he also 
discusses the particular labour problems of the movement. The select bibliography 
will enable the reader to follow up any of these topics for himself. (33470942) 


INCOME AND WEALTH. Series IV. Papers by Ragnar Frisch, 
Richard Stone [and others]. International Association for Research in Income 
and Wealth. Edited by Milton Gilbert and Richard Stone. Bowes & 
Bowes, 428. 1955. 22cm. 400 pages. 3 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 

These ten papers were among those presented at the Third Conference of the 

International Association for Research in Income and Wealth, held at Castelgandolfo, 

near Rome, in September, 1953. In general they relate to three of the main topics 

discussed at the Conference: model building in relation to the national accounts, the 
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measurement of real product over time, and international comparisons of national 
product; the papers relating to economic growth are reserved for a second volume. 
The whole series is of great importance to economists and to advanced students of 
economics. (339°3) 


BRITISH INCOMES AND SAVINGS. H. F. Lydall. Blackwell (Oxford). 
32s.6d. 1955. 25°5 cm. 290 pages. 33 charts. 107 tables. Index. (Oxford University 
Institute of Statistics: Monographs, 5) 

With the help of a grant from the Nuffield Foundation, the Oxford University 

Institute of Statistics undertook in 1952 a nation-wide survey, based on a cross-section 

of the population, of the economic status of the people, particularly of their income, 

assets and savings. Mr. Lydall, who was in charge of the enquiry, presents the results 
in this volume in a series of over a hundred detailed statistical tables with explanatory 

text, concluding with an account of the technique of the survey. The result is a 

revealing statistical analysis, according to income levels, of what people do with 

their money. (339°342) 


Law 


PAGEANTRY OF THE LAW. James Derriman. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
2§8. 1955. 22cm. 224 pages. 12 illustrations. Index. 
The author, a barrister, gives an exceedingly interesting account of ‘the pomp and 
circumstance’ of the law of England and Wales, behind which lies much history 
and tradition. Some of this has been unrecorded and much could hitherto only be 
ascertained with difficulty. After chapters on the Inns of Court, and admission to and 
practice at the bar, the author deals with different aspects of legal life, such as dining 
in a hall of the Inns of Court, appearing as Counsel of the Crown, and the position 
of solicitors. There are chapters on the judges of the High Court, the Sheriff, his staff, 
the Assize judges and on the Old Bailey (the Central Criminal Court). Other chapters 
deal with the different ceremonies in the legal year. (340) 


CURRENT LEGAL PROBLEMS, 10955. Vol. 8: Edited by 
George W. Keeton & Georg Schwarzenberger. Stevens & Sons, 32s.6d. 1955. 
22cm. 254 pages. Tables. Index. 

This further annual volume contains the text of eleven public lectures delivered in 

the Faculty of Laws at University College, London, during the session 1954-55, 

together with the text of a special address by Professor H. G. Hanbury of Oxford on 

‘The Position of the Foreign Sovereign before English Courts’. Other lectures include 

Professor Keeton’s “Natural Justice in English Law’, Dennis Lloyd’s “Law and Public 

Policy’, and “Abuse of Rights’ by Richard O'Sullivan. Professor Glanville Williams 

contributes a lecture on “The Definition of Crime’ and Dr. Schwarzenberger on “The 

Standard of Civilisation in International Law’. (340-05) 


FORENSIC MEDICINE. A Textbook for Students and Practitioners. 
Sir Sydney Smith and Frederick Smith Fiddes. roth edition. Churchill, 40s. 
1955. 24m. 656 pages. 173 illustrations. Tables. Index. 

In this practical work the Emeritus Professor of and the Senior Lecturer in Forensic 

Medicine, Edinburgh University, deal with legal procedure in England, Scotland and 

Ireland, and devote an appendix to forensic medicine in the East with special 

reference to Egypt. The textbook falls into two parts, that covering the moral 

responsibilities of the doctor and the law governing the profession, and that elucidating 
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problems relating to civil cases such as disputed paternity, and to criminal cases, with 
detailed consideration of techniques of identification and examination, and the actions 
of poisons. The text takes cognisance of recent scientific advances and also of changes 
in a and in attitudes arising from such legislation as the National Health Service 
Act, 1946, the Medical Act, 1950, and the Coroners Act, 1953. (340°6) 


MENS REA IN STATUTORY OFFENCES. J. Ll. J. Edwards. 
Macmillan, 21s. 1955. 22°5cm. 312 pages. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
(English Studies in Criminal Science, Vol. 8) 

Mens Rea is a fundamental principle in English criminal law under which no man shall 

be punished for committing a crime unless a guilty mind can be imputed to him. 

In the last fifty years, however, the legislature has made inroads on this doctrine in 

numerous statutes. Dr. Edwards, who is Reader in Law in the Queen’s University of 

Belfast, has for the first time made a thorough, critical, examination of the judicial 

interpretation of the language which is used to define statutory offences. The first 

eight chapters deal with an analysis of different states of mind in criminal law. 

Subsequent chapters cover criminal degrees of knowledge and vicarious liability in 

statutory offences. The final chapter contains a general outline of Mens Rea and a 

conclusion. (343-0942) 


A BOOK OF TRIALS. Sir Travers Humphreys. Reprint. Pan Books, 2s. 
1955. 18cm. 192 pages. Paper covers. 
On his retirement as a Judge of the High Court in 1951 at the age of eighty-four, 
Sir Travers Humphreys had an outstanding reputation in criminal law. In this book, 
first published in 1953, he recounts a number of interesting cases in which he was 
engaged as counsel, including the trials of Oscar Wilde, Crippen and the Seddons, 
spy and treason cases, and some which he has tried as judge, the last being that of 
John George Haigh. An introduction deals with changes in social life, with particular 
reference to crime. (343-1) 


CHITTY’S MERCANTILE CONTRACTS. Edited by Barry Chedlow. 
Sweet & Maxwell, 55s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 734 pages. Tables. Index. 
This new book is based on the second volume of Chitty on Contracts, a standard 
practitioner’s treatise. The text and notes have been edited and revised and the book 
is intended to provide students of mercantile law with as full a statement of mercantile 
contracts as they will require. The chapters cover all branches of the subject, agency, 
master and servant contracts, partnership, sale of goods, hire-purchase agreements, 
bailments, carriage by land and air, bills of exchange, cheques and promissory notes, 
bankers’ contracts, loan and interest, guarantees and indemnities and insurance. 
The editor is a barrister-at-law. (34774) 


Military Science: Air Force 

THE THIRD SERVICE. The Story behind the Royal Air Force. 
Sir Philip Joubert de la Ferté. Thames & Hudson, 21s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
286 pages. 32 illustrations. 3 drawings in text. Map. Index. 

A penetrating study of the struggle for independence of the Royal Air Force. The 

author participated in it from the beginning and in addition to official sources he 

has had the unrivalled help of Lord Trenchard, the virtual founder of the R.A.F. 

Although the views expressed are not those of Service Departments, such a record 

has long been needed. The author’s own opinions are given without reserve or 
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rancour and the factual statements are a major contribution to Service literature. As 
well as a history of the development of British military air power, the book is a study 
of inter-service jealousies and a warning of the risks these contrasting views may have 
in the future. (358-40942) 
Social Welfare 
SOCIAL SERVICES IN BRITAIN. Central Office of Information. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1955. 23°5 cm. 80 pages. 4 tables. Bibliography. 
Paper covers. (Central Office of Information Reference Pamphlets, 3) 
As this pamphlet shows, the social services cover a wide range of activities, and readers 
at home and abroad will welcome this general survey of them. The nine sections 
cover education, youth service, employment, health, housing and planning, national 
insurance and related services, judicial administration, voluntary organisations, and the 
social worker. The appendices show the cost of the services and the rates of contribu- 
tions and benefits, besides giving an extensive list of government departments and 
professional voluntary bodies devoted to each form of service and also a good 
reading-list. The pamphlet is remarkably good value for its price. (360) 


HEALTH AND WELFARE SERVICES HANDBOOK. Being a 
General Guide to the Health and Welfare Services administered by Local 
Authorities, together with National Insurance and National Assistance. 
John Moss. 2nd edition. Hadden, Best, 25s. 1955. 19 cm. 432 pages. Index. 

In bringing this handbook up to date the compiler has taken account of the various 

legislative and administrative changes of the last seven years which affect the social 

welfare services in Britain, so providing a useful reference book of current information 
for social workers and students. The subjects covered include the general provisions 
of central and local authorities regarding national insurance, health and assistance 
services and also the special arrangements concerning residential accommodation, the 
mental health service and the care of children and the appointment and conditions of 
service of the relevant local authority officers. (361-6) 


REPORT OF THE NATIONAL ASSISTANCE BOARD 
for the year ended 31st December, 1954. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. 1955. 
24°5 cm. $4 pages. 4 photographs. Tables. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9530) 

The statutory functions of the Board, whose total net expenditure was about 

£130,000,000 during the calendar year, include the assistance, mainly by cash 

allowances, of persons in Great Britain who are without resources to meet their 
requirements or whose resources must be supplemented; the administration of non- 
contributory old age pensions; and the provision of reception centres for persons 
without a settled way of life. Other questions dealt with are Welfare of Old People 

Living Alone, Persons Registering for Employment, Re-establishment Centres, 

Polish Resettlement, and Legal Aid. Sixteen appendices, which take up a third of the 

report, give statistical analyses of the different types of assistance provided. (361-6) 


Education 


STUDIES IN EDUCATION, 7. The Bearings of Recent Advances in 
Psychology on Educational Problems. University of London Instititute of 
Education. Evans Bros. for the University of London Institute of Education, 7s. 
1955. 185 cm. 224 pages. Bibliography. Paper covers. 

The lectures by seven eminent British psychologists which make up this symposium 

were given at the Institute of Education, London University, to an audience composed 
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predominantly of teachers and training college lecturers. They concern the bearing of 
sociometry on children’s classroom behaviour, the problem of the backward child, 
psychological studies of the curriculum and of classroom teaching methods, contem- 
porary psychological theories of learning, and recent trends in mental measurement 
and statistical analysis. Useful for the light they throw on subjects which are receiving 
increasing attention from educationists, the lectures should be of interest both to 
teachers and to those who are concerned with the training of teachers. (370-15) 


EDUCATION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM DEPENDENCIES. 
Central Office of Information. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 1955. 23°5 cm. 
96 pages. 8 tables. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Central Office of Information 
Reference Pamphlet, 4) 

After a short historical survey describing the development of education in the 

colonies from the nineteenth century to the present time, the general policy for 

education is briefly outlined. Various aspects of the subject, and the problems inherent 
in them, are then discussed (e.g. mass education, university education, the education 
of women and girls). The final section reviews the present position, and that advances 
in education are being made on a very wide front is shown by the extension of primary 
education to the majority of children in several of the territories, and by the develop- 
ment in university education in Malta, Hong Kong, Malaya, the West Indies, the 
Gold Coast, Nigeria and East Africa. Reference is made to, and extracts are taken from, 
the various government reports on the subject. (370-042) 


THE BRITISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM. G. A. N. Lowndes. 
Hutchinson, 8s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 156 pages. Frontispiece diagram. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The author surveys critically and in some detail the present educational system of 

England and Wales. He demonstrates by means of graphs and statistics the facts about 

this system, and explains how a child’s education is paid for and by whom. Activity 

methods in primary schools, the distinctions between the three different types of 
secondary schools with suggestions for an alternative type such as the comprehensive 
school, technological and further education are all considered at some length. The 
final chapter describes the welfare services of education. Looking at his subject from 

a sociological as well as an educational point of view, Mr. Lowndes gives the layman 

an insight into the underlying reasons for current educational opinions, and shows 

the relation of different parts of the educational system to the whole. (370-942) 


EDUCATION IN 1954. Being the Report of the Ministry of Education, 
and the Statistics of Public Education for England and Wales. Ministry of 
Education. H.M. Stationery Office, 7s.6d. 1955. 25 cm. 204 pages. Diagrams. 
Tables. Paper covers. (Command Paper 9521) 

Part 1 of this official annual report covers the work achieved during 1954 in England 

and Wales in primary, secondary and further education, special educational services, 

teachers’ training etc., university awards, information and international relations, 
and museums. Part II is composed of statistics for these branches of public education. 
(370-942) 


PURE AND APPLIED GYMNASTICS. A. D. Munrow. Edward Arnold, 
20s. 1955. 22cm. 254 pages. 104 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

Intended for specialist teachers or for those particularly interested in one branch of 

sport, this book by the Director of Physical Education, Birmingham University, is 


1356 








based on a course of lectures delivered to physical education seudents. Mr. Munrow 
thoroughly examines principles and seeks to promote discussion and the development 
of new ideas regarding training programmes. After a brief history of gymnastics and 
a consideration of their effects on the body, exercises are classified into four groups. 
Each group is then fully studied in its theoretical and practical aspects. Finally, advice 
is given regarding planning the programme in remedial, sports, keep-fit and 
educational gymnastics, and gymnastics in the armed forces. (371-73) 


VILLAGE SCHOOL. ‘Miss Read’. Michael Joseph, 10s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 
238 pages. Illustrations and endpaper drawing by J. S. Goodall. 

Small schools are not in the order of the day in modern English educational plannin: 

but it is difficult to see how ‘Miss Read’s’ little school in its Berkshire village could 
well be altered (apart from some modernisation of buildings) without losing its 
essential function as an integral part of a small community. Her delightful narrative 
shows a typical year’s work in her school. The children, teachers, parents and villagers. 
are vividly drawn at work and in leisure—not without humour. Not only is the 
book entertaining but very enlightening on one side of English education. —_ (372) 


YOUNG CHILDREN LEARNING TO READ. P. H. Ault. 
University of London Press, 2s. 1955. 22 cm. 32 pages. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
(University of Bristol Institute of Education Publication, No. 7) 

This survey of current aims and methods of the teaching of reading is intended 

chiefly for young teachers who are beginning work with young children. The author 

warns against premature instruction, suggests suitable reading material, gives the 
criteria to which, she considers, books for beginners should conform, and discusses 
various methods. The booklet contains much practical and helpful advice on all stages 

of the reading process, and should be useful to all infant school teachers. (372-4) 


THE TEACHING OF GENERAL SCIENCE IN TROPICAL 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS. H. N. Saunders. Oxford University Press, 
12s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 398 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. Handbooks on 
the Teaching of Science in Tropical Countries, Vol. 7) 

Volume 7 in this useful series deals with the teaching of science to pupils aged eleven 

to eighteen. The chief aim of the book is to help the inexperienced teacher to present 

science as a whole subject, rather than as several separate subjects. A futher aim is to 
help those who teach under difficult conditions. The place of science in the world and 
in the schools is discussed, the selection of subject-matter, the arrangement of the 
syllabus, and the approach to science teaching and teaching methods are considered. 
Other chapters are devoted to laboratories and their equipment, and teaching aids. 
The appendices include lists of library books and laboratory apparatus. (373) 


TEACHING ENGLiSH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE. 

P. Gurrey. Longmans, t0s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 208 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Professor Gurrey discusses the problems involved in the teaching of English as a 
second language to children in countries other than European. He indicates the 
methods which have been found effective for each stage of a learner’s progress (from 
the beginner’s class to the stage when the difficulties of composition have to be faced), 
together with the principles underlying these. A chapter on the teaching of literature 
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follows, and the book finally considers the inter-relationship between the acquisition 
of a sound knowledge of one’s own language and the effective learning of a foreign 


one. (375-42) 


HANDBOOK FOR GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS. Standing 
Sub-committee in Geography of the University of London Institute of Education. 
General editor: G. J. Cons. Rewritten and enlarged edition. Methuen, 12s.6d. 
1955. 19cm. 472 pages. Tables. Bibliography. 

The first five sections of this valuable new edition of a handbook first published in 

1932 deal with the teaching of geography in primary and all branches of secondary 

schools, field work in geography, the geography room and its equipment, and visual 

aids. Useful information is given about geographical societies and kindred organisa- 
tions in the United Kingdom. Annotated book lists for primary and secondary 
schools follow, together with a special section on books for use by teachers and with 
sixth forms. The remaining sections give information about geography in literature, 
exploration and travel, definitions of some basic geographical terms, and addresses 
of British publishers. Teachers of geography should find this reference book a reliable 
guide to the choice of books and apparatus, and a helpful source of suggestions for 
syllabuses and methods of teaching geography in schools. (375°91) 


Philately 

THE FOUNDATIONS OF PHILATELY. Winthrop S. Boggs in 
collaboration with Arnold M. Strange. Faber, 21s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 208 pages. 
24 plates. 22 illustrations in text. Index. 

The first part of this book is devoted to the history of postal services and the postage 

stamp with special comparisons of the British and American postal systems, the 

second to the practical side of collecting and the third to the technical processes of 

stamp manufacture. The whole is profusely illustrated, all going to make an 

interesting and highly informative survey of philately. A book which should appeal 

both to the beginner and to the mature collector. (383.22) 


Transport 

RED FOR DANGER. A History of Railway Accidents and Railway 
Safety Precautions. L. T. C. Rolt. Bodley Head, 16s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 228 pages. 
11 illustrations. 2 diagrams. Chronology. Bibliography. 


Mr. Rolt, an experienced engineer, and already the author of a modest classic, 
Railway Adventure (1953), here embarks on the sombre theme of the most significant 
accidents which occurred on British railways in the century 1840-1940. His purpose 
is not horror—that is incidental—but accuracy, and practical illustration of those 
measures which have been introduced, over the years, to make the British railway 
system one of the safest in existence. The quest has been the gradual elimination of 
human fallibility by mechanical safeguards, many of which could scarcely be further 
perfected. Mr. Rolt provides close and excellent reading. (385-1) 


SEAFARERS AND THEIR SHIPS. The Story of a Century of 
Progress in the Safety of Ships and the Well-being of Seamen. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 38.6d. 1955. 21°5 cm. 96 pages. 23 illustrations. Index. Paper covers. 

The most revolutionary factor in increasing sea-safety has been the development, 

during the past decade, of radar. Modern conditions are indeed such that it is very 

difficult for a contemporary to realise the haphazard, happy-go-lucky, and all too 
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often the devil-take-the-hindmost atmosphere which prevailed a century ago. This 
authoritative booklet commemorates the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854, its 
monumental successor of 1894, and the many later governmental and industrial 
measures which have made the British mercantile marine the efficient, organised, 
war-tried organisation it is now. (387) 


Costume 
A HISTORY OF WORLD COSTUME. Carolyn G. Bradley. 
Peter Owen, 358. 1955. 24m. 460 pages. 97 illustrations. Bibliography. 

A handbook on historical costume designed for rapid reference. Twenty-five 

historical periods, ranging from primitive and aboriginal peoples through Egypt, 

Greece, Rome and the Middle Ages to the 2oth century, are individually treated 

with separate glossaries, chronologies and classified notes on parts of costume and 

accessories. A great deal of useful information is compressed into the book, which 

gives a kaleidoscopic view of costume changes. The line illustrations are printed in 

an attractive red. The author is on the staff of the Ohio State University, U.S.A. 
(391-09) 


PURE SCIENCE 


THE YEAR BOOK OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF LONDON, 
1955. The Royal Society, 15s. 1955. 22cm. 328 pages. Tables. Index. 
This year book gives information on all aspects of the work and organisation 
of the Royal Society, and the present issue includes the Report of the Council for 
1954, as well as the Statutes and Standing Orders of the Society. There is a list of 
Fellows and Foreign Members. The Royal Society appoints the British delegates 
to meetings of the International Council of Scientific Unions and of the International 
Unions in different branches of science, and the Year Book gives details of the 
various international committees. (506-242) 


Astronomy 


ASTROPHYSICAL QUANTITIES. C. W. Allen. University of London: 

Athlone Press, 55s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 276 pages. Graph. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
An extremely valuable collection of data which will be of use to astronomers and 
astrophysicists, and also to geophysicists, radio-physicists and others. Particular 
attention has been given to the relating of practical observations to physical inter- 
pretation and vice versa, and some computing tables have been included. The data 
have been carefully chosen, cover a very wide range of topics relating to planets, 
stars and galaxies, and are beautifully displayed. This will become an indispensable 
work of reference. (523) 


Physics 
BASIC ELECTROTECHNICS. B. L. Goodlet. 2nd edition. Edward Arnold, 
248. 1955. 22cm. 286 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Based on lectures to university students, this book is intended to cover the basic 
minimum of electromagnetic theory required in order to understand modern 
developments in electrical engineering. It contains a condensed account from the 
beginning of direct and alternating current theory, electrostatics and electromagnetics. 
Numerical exercises (with answers) are given at the end of each chapter. The book is 
clearly written and with its modern approach should be valuable to students and 
engineers. The author is a former Professor of Electrical Engineering in the 
Universities of Cape Town and Birmingham. (537°1) 
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*JOURNAL OF ELECTRONICS: A _ ‘Philosophical Magazine’ 
Associated Journal. Being devoted to Electron Sciences. Editor: J. Thomson. 
Vol. 1, First series. No. 1, July 1955. Taylor & Francis. Published bi-monthly: 
20s. a copy. I10s. per annum. 25-5 cm. Illustrated. 

The scope of this new scientific journal is more clearly defined in the subtitle, since the 

word ‘electronics’ has come to be associated with electronic devices and equipment 

rather than with the underlying physical theory on which such devices are based. 

There is, at present, no journal which deals only with electron physics and its associated 

chemical and metallurgical phenomena, and there is no doubt that this publication 

will help to fill a serious gap in the scientific literature. The subjects covered in the 
first issue include electron optics, space charge distribution in the cylindrical magnetion, 
magnetic properties of ferrites and design of U.H.F. power amplifiers. (537°6) 


Chemistry 


ADVANCED ORGANIC CHEMISTRY. E. Earl Royals. Constable, 
68s. 1955. 23 cm. 960 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. (Prentice 
Hall Chemistry Series) 

This book, by an associate professor of Emory University, Georgia, U.S.A., covers 

a wide variety of topics not normally described in detail in textbooks of organic 

chemistry. It deals mainly with the mechanism and nature of the reactions shown 

by certain groups and carbon skeletons. The subject matter is carefully, though at 
times rather diffusely, presented. There has been considerable arbitrary selection 
and many topics in which there have been important recent advances have not been 
touched on. The treatment is quite simple and clear. The book will stimulate the 
interest of the student in many aspects of the subject and deserves a good reception. 


(547) 


ANTI-COMPOSITION TABLES FOR CARBON COMPOUNDS 
(CH, CHO, CHS, & CHOS). Compiled by H. H. Hatt, T. Pearcey and 
A. Z. Szumer for the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organization, Australia. Cambridge University Press, 21s. 1955. 25 cm. 192 pages. 

These tables give the percentage compositions of compounds containing carbon, 

hydrogen, and oxygen and/or sulphur, followed by the molecular composition for 

compounds containing up to fifty carbon atoms. Clearly and conveniently set out 
and printed, the tables enable the user to find quickly all the formulae corresponding 
to a certain composition range. They will prove a real help to organic chemists and 
biochemists and to analysts who deal frequently with compounds of unknown 
molecular composition. An interesting introduction describes the methods used in 
the compilation and contains information which will help in the use of the tables. 
A further set of tables on nitrogenous compounds is promised. (547-012) 


Oceanography 


THE CHEMISTRY AND FERTILITY OF SEA WATERS. 
H. W. Harvey. Cambridge University Press, 30s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 232 pages. 
65 diagrams. 28 tables. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Harvey’s new book will be valuable to biology students and research workers 

as well as to chemists because his scope extends more widely than his title suggests. 

The first and larger part of the book—The Environment of the Flora and Fauna— 

summarises a tremendous amount of oceanographical and ecological information, 

covering such basic subjects as current systems and vertical mixing and population 
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changes in bacteria and unicellular organisms. The second part, which contains some 
useful reference tables, more strictly concerns the chemist and there is ‘a$pecial chapter 
on analytical techniques written in collaboration with F. A. J. Armstrong. -(551°46) 


Biology Botany 
THE CULTIVATION OF ANIMAL AND PLANT CELLS. 
Philip R. White. Thames & Hudson, 35s. 1955. 22 cm. 252 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Bibliography. Indexes. 
The procedure of growing individual plant and animal cells in culture media (‘tissue 
culture’) is of great value for the study of cell potencies and, therefore, throws indirect 
light on the generation of cancers. It is an experimental technique which has been 
elaborated during the last fifty years, and Dr. White, in his thorough review of the 
history and methodology of such culturing, is at pains to remove any mystery that 
may have grown up round the subject. His contention is that tissue culturing can 
become part of biological training at a quite early level, and the appendix gives 
valuable instructions on how this can be achieved. (574°8) 


FIBROUS PROTEINS AND THEIR BIOLOGICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE. Cambridge University Press for the Company of Biologists 
on behalf of the Society for Experimental Biology, 50s. 1955. 25 cm. 378 pages. 
Numerous photographs. Diagrams in text. Tables. Bibliography. (Symposia of 
the Society for Experimental Biology, No. IX) 

These Symposia have already won for themselves deservedly high repute. The 

present one deals with a subject that is expanding rapidly and excitingly at the 

moment. X-ray techniques and electron microscopy have revealed much recently 
about the molecular shape and classification of fibrous proteins and have shown 
possible bases for the elasticity of certain biological structures. The contents fall into 
two groups, one dealing with the biological significance of these discoveries, the other 
with the effect of molecular structure on the behaviour of specifically contractile 
organelles such as flagella, of muscle and of the apparatus of cell division. (581-13) 


DRAWINGS OF BRITISH PLANTS. Being __ Illustrations of the 
Species of Flowering Plants growing naturally in the British Isles. Part VIII. 
Rosaceae (1). Stella Ross-Craig. Bell, 8s.6d. 1955. 24-5 cm. 88 pages, including 
40 pages of plates. Index. Paper covers. 

Miss Ross-Craig is advancing slowly but surely through her great task of illustrating 

the whole of the British flora. The drawings in the present volume, which contains 

some of the best-known species—blackthorn, cherries, meadow-sweet, brambles, 
strawberries and cinquefoils—are well up to the previous high standard. The brambles 
with their swarms of slightly varying forms have presented a problem which Miss 

Ross-Craig has solved by illustrating seventeen of the most striking and most easily 

available forms. As usual, each plate shows foliage, blossom and fruit life-size with 

diagnostic details at appropriate magnifications. (581-942) 


THE CYTOLOGY AND LIFE-HISTORY OF BACTERIA. 
K. A. Bisset. 2nd edition. Livingstone, 25s. 1955. 25 cm. 178 pages. 68 illustrations. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The Reader in Systematic Bacteriology, Birmingham University, aims in this well- 

documented monograph at presenting evidence to confirm his theory that bacteri 
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are living cells having a structure and behaviour similar to other living cells. The text, 
which is for the most part based upon Dr. Bisset’s own observations and those of 
fellow-workers which he has himself confirmed, is supported by micrographs 
provided by investigators in the United Kingdom, Europe and America. Besides 
new findings of his own, Dr. Bisset incorporates recent contributions by Chapman 
and Hillier, Tomcsik, Witkin, and Cavalli-Sforza and Jinks. He omits a chapter 
upon systematic bacteriology, since he deals with this in a separate monograph, 
Bacteria, and writes more fully upon evolutionary relationships in bacteria. (589-9) 


Zoology 


BIRDS AND MAMMALS OF SHETLAND. L. S. V. Venables 
and U. M. Venables. Oliver & Boyd 30s. 1955. 23 cm. 404 pages. 14 photographs. 
Graph. 2 maps. Endpaper maps. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


The authors have lived in Shetland from 1945 until recently and they have spent 
their time there most profitably. The book is not merely a bald account of status and 
distribution of a local fauna, with anecdotes. They have, of course, recorded such 
basic information, but they have also looked at the fauna as a whole in terms of its 
history and ecology and they have provided many valuable data on breeding and 
general habits which can be compared with similar figures obtained at lower latitudes 
of the British Isles. Among mammals they include marine as well as terrestrial species; 
in fact, they cover all the vertebrates except fish. (91-941) 


DWELLERS IN DARKNESS. An Introduction to the Study of Termites. 
S. H. Skaife. Longmans, 25s. 1955. 22°5cm. 144 pages. 28 photographs. 
40 illustrations in text by the author. Bibliography. Index. 


Dr. Skaife has given twenty years to the study of termites, concentrating his 
observations upon one of the higher species, Amitermes atlanticus, which is common 
round his home at Cape Town. His previous book, African Insect Life, showed how 
wide was his entomological knowledge; this book shows that he can also dig deeply 
into a limited subject. His account covers all aspects of the life-history of these 
remarkably organised creatures, and most notable of all are the concluding chapters 
which describe how to establish termite colonies in the laboratory for close 
observation. This is an achievement which is unique. The matter cannot fail to 
interest all biologists; the style brings it successfully to the general reader. (595-73) 


THE BIRDS OF THE BRITISH ISLES. Vol. 4. David Armitage 
Bannerman. Oliver & Boyd, 45s. 1955. 27°5 cm. 272 pages. 29 colour plates by 
George E. Lodge. Bibliography. Index. 


The first three volumes of this work, covering. passerine species, were in the press 
before Mr. Lodge’s death. It is sad that he did not see even the shape of this and the 
last volume, which will contain his paintings of birds of prey—always his favourite 
subjects. Volume 4 contains the near-passerines, curiously the most colourful of 
British species—kingfisher, woodpecker, bee-eater, roller and hoopoe—and all the 
owls; the plates display some of Mr. Lodge’s most characteristic and successful work. 
The text maintains Dr. Bannerman’s high standard of authoritativeness combined 
with easy writing. (598-2942) 
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APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences 
THE MEDICAL ANNUAL. A Year Book of Treatment and Practitioners’ 
Index, 1955. Edited by Sir Henry Tidy and R. Milnes Walker. 73rd year. 
Wright (Bristol), 32s.6d. 1955. 22cm. $92 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 
This useful annual for all members of the medical profession consists of a review of the 
year’s work, with an index of recent pharmaceutical and dietetic preparations, 
medical and surgical appliances, etc., and a classified list of English and American 
medical works and new editions published during the previous twelve months. 
The review is arranged alphabetically, and the articles include investigations and 
results from all over the world. An interesting introduction by the editors indicates 
the present situation with regard to health problems of particular importance at the 


moment; and there is a general index and an index of contributors and their 
contributions. (610-58) 


THE HOUSE PHYSICIAN’S HANDBOOK. C. Allan Birch. 
Livingstone, 10s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 168 pages. 5 photographs. Tables. Index. 
This small and pleasing handbook is designed for the newly qualified doctor in his 
first post as resident physician in a hospital. It describes his duties and gives simple, 
concise instructions regarding procedures used in diagnosis and treatment and the 
administration of drugs, with dosages. (610-69) 


STUDIES ON EXPENDITURE OF ENERGY AND 
CONSUMPTION OF FOOD BY MINERS AND CLERKS, 
FIFE, SCOTLAND, 1952. R. C. Garry, R. Passmore, Grace M. Warnock 
and J. V. G. A. Durnin. H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 76 pages. 
2 photographs. ro illustrations in text. 37 tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
(Medical Research Council, Special Report Series, No. 289) 

The Diet and Energy Committee of the Medical Research Council under the 

chairmanship of Professor R. C. Garry initiated this survey which was carried out 

by a team composed of experts seconded from the Ministry of Food and voluntary 
workers. The result is a record, over one week, of the total daily expenditure of energy 
by nineteen underground miners and ten clerks in a colliery and of their intake of 
energy in the form of food. Methods of making the dietary survey and of measuring 
energy expenditure are discussed, the energy and nutritive values of diets are given 
in detail, and figures of energy expenditure analysed. (612-39) 


DISTRICT NURSING. A Handbook for District Nurses and for all 
concerned in the administration of a District Nursing Service. Eleanor Jeanette 
Merry and Iris Dundas Irven. 2nd edition. Beaillitre, 18s. 1955. 20-5 cm. 270 
pages. 9 plates. 15 illustrations in text. Bibliography. Index. (Baillidre’s Handbooks 
for Nurses) 

This attractively produced volume provides a standard textbook for student district 

nurses and a reference book for those following this branch of the profession. After 

an historical introduction, the authors discuss the National Health Service Act, 1946, 

and other public health and social legislation as it affects the district nurse. They 

describe the organisation of the Queen’s Institute of District Nursing, how services 
are organised locally through voluntary and official agencies, the district nurse’s 


1363 








training and responsibilities, record keeping, and special techniques. The second part, 
which is mainly concerned with the nursing of common diseases, includes chapters 
on health education and nutrition. (612-734) 


TUBERCULOSIS. Cedric Shaw. Duckworth, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 160 pages. 
16 photographs. 24 diagrams. Glossary. (Modern Health Series) 
This volume can be commended to the intelligent tuberculosis patient and his friends. 
All may profit from its perusal, but it is the patient who will find most to interest 
and help him in Dr. Shaw’s clear and careful discussion of a highly specialised subject. 
Dr. Shaw first explains the nature of the seed, the tubercle bacillus, and of the soil, 
the patient, then describes symptoms, diagnosis, and, most fully, treatment, 
evaluating accepted present-day methods. Although the book is mostly concerned 
with pulmonary tuberculosis, a chapter is devoted to other forms. (616-2) 


SKIN DISEASES. Eczema, Dermatitis, Psoriasis, Erysipelas, Impetigo, 
Alopecia, Warts, Rashes, &c. Regionald T. Brain. Duckworth, 8s.6d. 1955. 
19cm. 158 pages. 25 photographs. 15 diagrams. Index. (Modern Health Series) 

Another volume in a series designed to induce a co-operative attitude of mind in the 

patient and to supplement the information which the doctor can give him. The skin 

is not the easiest subject for consideration in the series. The eczematous, for example, 
want to be oblivious of their skin, not to read descriptions of psoriasis and impetigo. 

However, patients may limit themselves to the helpful exposition of their own 

complaint and its treatment, and need look no further. For mothers there is good 

advice here regarding congenital skin diseases and conditions common in childhood. 
(616-5) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN NEUROLOGY AND NEURO- 
PSYCHIATRY. Sir Russell Brain and E. B. Strauss. 6th edition. Churchill, 
30s. 1955. 21 cm. 322 pages. 37 plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

For undergraduate and postgraduate students and practitioners, the authors review 

and assess the value of the outstanding advances of the last ten years. They stress 

clinical aspects, dealing most fully with diagnosis and treatment, but they also 
discuss the findings of anatomical, physiological and pathological research upon 
which the clinical progress is based. Among the subjects selected for detailed survey 
are the frontal and temporal lobes, consciousness and unconsciousness, the inter- 
vertebral disc and spondylosis, and the cerebral circulation. Dr. Denis Hill, Dr. 

David Sutton and Mr. Douglas Northfield respectively write on their specialties, 

electro-encephalitis, neuroradiology and intracranial tumours. The volume is most 

usefully documented. (616-8) 


SURGERY OF THE SYMPATHETIC. Alexander Lee McGregor. 
Wright (Bristol) 30s. 25 cm. 200 pages. ror illustrations. $ tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Mr. McGregor, Consulting Surgeon, Johannesburg General Hospital, is concerned 

to provide a guide for students, practitioners and general surgeons to the sympathetic 

nervous system, and one giving a bold and simple outline. The subject is introduced 
by chapters on anatomical and physiological principles. These are followed by detailed 
discussions, illustrated by line drawings, of sympathetic arrangements in each region, 
of the clinical conditions associated with the regions, the choice of operation and by 
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an appreciation of what may or may not be expected from surgery. Surgical techniques 
are described in some detail. Throughout the text Mr. McGregor surveys world 
literature. (617) 


SURGERY FOR NURSES. James Moroney. 3rd edition. Livingstone, 
27s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 708 pages. $92 illustrations (some in colour). Glossary. 
Index. 

This effectively illustrated textbook, now revised throughout to conform with the 

new syllabus of the General Nursing Council, besides covering general surgery, deals 

with the specialised branches of surgery and includes full descriptions of nursing care. 

Chapters and sections, introduced for the first time or much altered, include those 

on the identification of the patient, peripheral arterial disease, antibiotic therapy, 

uraemia, surgery of the head and adrenal gland, and the prevention of explosions 

in the operating theatre. (617) 


THE IMPORTANCE OF PHYSIOTHERAPY IN THE 
TREATMENT OF SICK CHILDREN. Joan M. Jewry-Harbert 
Staples Press, 10s.6d. 1955. 18-5 cm. 84 pages. 13 photographs. 15 drawings. 

This engaging small book has much to offer physiotherapists who have to treat sick 

children. It advises on psychological aspects, discusses signs and symptoms of diseases 

peculiar to childhood and gives detailed instructions for the physiotherapy of such 
conditions and suggestions for occupational therapy. Mrs. Jewry-Harbert, who 
derives her experience from the Hospital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, 

also describes and illustrates baby exercises used at that hospital. (618-9) 


*% THE JOURNAL OF TROPICAL PEDIATRICS. Editor: D. B. Jelliffe. 


Vol. 1, No. 1, June 1955. J.M.P. Publishing Services (London.) Published quarterly: 

58.30. a copy. 21s. per annum. 24-5 cm. 
A high standard in content and production marks this new periodical, whose editorial 
offices are in Calcutta and whose editorial advisory board comprises distinguished 
specialists from the five continents. Its scope is child health and sickness in subtropical 
and tropical countries. Thus, it will publish papers and seek to stimulate thought 
regarding children’s health services, epidemiology, growth and development, and 
tropical pathology. The first number consists of original articles by workers who 
have themselves made valuable contributions to these subjects. (618-905) 


Engineering: Mechanical 
FIRST STEPS IN FARM ENGINEERING. Seatrail of Power Farmer. 
‘Farmer & Stock-breeder’ Publications, 7s.6d. boards. 1955. 19cm. 136 pages. 
139 diagrams. Tables. 
The basic principles of engineering, with special reference to farm machinery and 
equipment, are outlined here in straightforward language which can be readily 
followed by anyone who has a knowledge of elementary mathematics. The main 
object of this book is to help farm mechanics, students, and those engaged in the farm 
implement trade, i.e. those who have had no technical training in engineering, to 
appreciate the technicalities of such matters as leverage, torque, gear ratios, acceleration 
and motion, friction, etc. Having mastered the fundamentals outlined here, they 
should then have little difficulty in following standard textbooks and manuals. (621) 
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—— Electrical 
PRINCIPLES OF ELECTRICAL MEASUREMENTS. 
H. Buckingham and E. M. Price. English Universities Press, 378.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 
624 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The aim of the book is to provide a knowledge of the principles involved in electric 
measurements and to explain the methods of applying these principles. New develop- 
ments in measurement technique have been recognised by the inclusion of valve 
methods, resonance and heterodyne measurements and cathode ray oscillography. 
Suitable for students at degree and diploma level, the book is very clearly written 
and profusely illustrated. (621-37) 


SECOND THOUGHTS ON RADIO THEORY. ‘Cathode Ray’ 
of ‘Wireless World’. Iliffe for ‘Wireless World’, 25s. 1955. 22cm. 410 pages. 
Numerous diagrams. Index, 

For over twenty years “Cathode Ray’ has been expounding radio theory in the pages 

of Wireless World. In his own inimitable manner he has succeeded in making radio 

mathematics intelligible and interesting—even entertaining—to the uninitiated. This 
book contains a selection of his articles arranged in a logical order, brought up to date 
and supplemented by additional diagrams, cross-references and problems to solve. 

The topics are for the most part elementary, but each is examined from a fresh angle, 

and the author discusses many practical questions which rarely find mention in the 

more learned treatises. The result is a helpful textbook for the beginner, a first-class 
refresher course for the radio technician and a useful reference book for all radio 

enthusiasts. (621-3841) 


TELEVISION RECEIVER SERVICING. Vol. 2. Receiver and 
Power Supply Circuits. E. A. W. Spreadbury. Trader Publishing Co. for 
‘Wireless & Electrical Trader’, 21s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 318 pages, including advertise- 
ments. 15 photographs. 161 diagrams. Tables. Index. 

The second volume of a work written especially for the radio engineer who requires 

a comprehensive knowledge of television receiver servicing. The first volume 

described the time-base circuits, synchronising circuits and the operation of the 

cathode ray tube. This volume deals with the video stage, tuning circuits, the sound 
channel, power supplies and aerials. The final chapter explains the technique of circuit 
alignment and describes the instruments available for carrying out this work. 

Although little theoretical knowledge is required by the reader, he is assumed to be 

fully conversant with the techniques of radio receiver servicing. The author, who is 

technical editor of ‘Wireless & Electrical Trader’, writes clearly and simply. (621-3883) 


——— Internal Combustion Engines 
GAS TURBINES AND JET PROPULSION. G. Geoffrey Smith. 
6th edition revised and enlarged by F. C. Sheffield. Iliffe for ‘Flight’, 35s. 
1955. 22cm. 412 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
This book has long been recognised as the standard work of reference on gas-turbines 
for aircraft propulsion, and it may be regarded as the foremost source of general 
information on this subject. This sixth edition has been greatly enlarged and the text 
revised. The present seventeen chapters include over 300 photographs, drawings and 
performance curves illustrating modern gas-turbine technology. Two new chapters 
review the gas-turbine engine as a potential power unit for land transport and 
industrial purposes. The book was first published in 1942. The author died in 1951 
and the publication has since been ably revised by his associate, Mr. F. C. Sheffield. 
(621-43) 
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—— Power Transmission Machinery 


DYNAMICS OF MACHINERY. A. R. Holowenko. Chapman & Hiall, 
6os. 1955. 24cm. 472 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The author, who is an Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering in Purdue 
University, has produced an informative guide to understanding the dynamics of any 
machine in which there are moving parts. It is intended mainly for senior students in 
mechanical engineering, but the material is not limited to theoretical information 
and should be useful to any practical engineer. Each chapter is accompanied by 
problems, unfortunately without answers. (621-8) 


MACHINERY’S SCREW THREAD BOOK. 16th edition, 
re-arranged and re-written. Machinery Publishing Co., 10s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 
224 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Glossary. Index. 

This book has been rewritten since the recent changes in screw thread standardisation. 

It is a very comprehensive reference book of screws and also gives an account of wire 

methods of measurement. A short glossary of terms in French, German and English 

is included. (621-882) 


—— Naval 


THE ATOMIC SUBMARINE. Clay Blair. Odhams Press, 128.6d. 1955. 
21°$ cm. 224 pages. 14 photographs. Index. 
In 1948 the U.S. Navy set up a team to study the possibility of nuclear power for 
ship propulsion. Under Captain (now Rear-Admiral) H. G. Rickover, a very 
unconventional leader, their work culminated in the launching of the submarine 
Nautilus in 1954. Up to page 156 there is a popular but interesting account of the work 
and difficulties in the design and development of an uranium reactor that would fit 
into the hull. That story, by a journalist on the staff of Time and Life, was well worth 
recording. It is followed by two essays on submarine warfare that have little to do 
with the preceding story. (623-825) 


—— Structural 


CONSTRUCTIONAL STEELWORK. Oscar Faber. Spon, sos. 1955. 
22cm. 392 pages. Frontispiece. Diagrams. Tables. Index. (Spon’s Architectural 
and Building Series) 

Clarity of expression and an avoidance of higher mathematics are to be noted in this 

exposition of the best current practice, which is equally suitable for more advanced 

students and for practising designers. The author is best known for his books on 
reinforced concrete, but his wide experience has been used in this instance to show 
how to make the best use of material within the limits of current specifications and 
codes of practice, whilst his occasional criticisms of present regulations indicate 
where closer design is still possible, with further economy of steel. (624-177) 


—— Hydraulic 

LAND, WATER AND FOOD. A Topical Commentary on the Past, 
Present and Future of Irrigation, Land Reclamation and the Food Supplies 
they Yield. Herbert Addison. Chapman & Hall, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 260 pages. 
Diagrams. Maps. 36 charts. Bibliography. Index. 

Described as ‘a topical commentary’, this book is also an excellent picture of one 

of the principal branches of civil engineering—that of directing the great sources of 
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power in nature for the use and convenience of man. Schemes are described from 
most of the main irrigation areas of the world; the approach is semi-technical, and 
the text is illustrated with sketches and maps. The book is thus both a contribution 
to a matter of public interest and an interesting account of the work of civil engineers. 
The author lived for many years in Egypt, where he was Professor of Hydraulic 
Machines in Fouad University. He is also the author of two textbooks on hydraulics. 
(627°5) 
Aeronautics 
PILOTS OF THE PURPLE TWILIGHT. The Story of Canada’s 
Early Bush Flyers. Philip H. Godsell. Ryerson (Toronto, Canada), $4-00. 1955. 
20°5 cm. 240 pages. Frontispiece. 30 photographs. Endpaper maps. 
This is a saga of Canada’s bush fliers and a record of their early pioneer flights in 
Canada’s north country, their mercy flights, searches for lost men and planes, the 
pioneering of Arctic air mail and the conquering of the dread barren lands. ‘Air 
transportation in Canada has progressed at such an astonishing pace during the last 
two decades that the fabulous era of the pioneer bush pilot already seems to belong 
to another age’. So begins the preface, but this record fills an important gap in 
Canada’s air history. Mr. Godsell is experienced as an author and a northern explorer 
and was formerly inspecting officer for the Hudson’s Bay Company. —_(629-10971) 


THE SCIENCE OF FLIGHT. Sir O. G. Sutton. 2nd edition, revised and 
enlarged. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 240 pages. Plates. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 

An account of the basic principles and problems of fluid mechanics, particularly 

aerodynamics. Written for the layman, it succeeds in describing in clear, straight- 

forward English ideas which are usually expressed in the language and notation of 
mathematics. The second edition has been completely revised, and a new section on 
the exploration of the upper atmosphere by rockets has been added. The aim of the 
author, who is Director of the Meteorological Office, is to show the broad pattern 
of development in this important science rather than to dwell at length on matters 
of detail, and although there are plenty of difficult and unfamiliar ideas in this book 
there are none which have not been explained clearly and concisely. (629-123) 


THE SOARING PILOT. Ann and Lorne Welch and F. G. Irving. 
Murray, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 238 pages. 7 photographs. 39 diagrams. Tables. Index. 
The authors of this book are well qualified to write it. Technicalities are kept down 
to a bare necessity and the result is an ideal introduction to the fascinating and valuable 
sport of gliding. After a short account of the progress of free flying, details are given 
of glider design and performance, instruments, test flying, handling in all conditions 
of weather and terrain, with an extremely interesting chapter on championship flying. 
Three of the four appendices consist of technical data and the other is a factual account 
of a cross-country flight from Surrey to Brussels made by one of the authors. 
(629-1333) 
Motor Vehicles 
VETERAN AND EDWARDIAN MOTOR-CARS. David 
Scott-Moncrieff. Batsford, 25s. 1955. 23cm. 256 pages. 136 illustrations. 
7 tables. Index. 
To the growing library of books on the early motor car this is an important addition, 
covering as it does antique experiments with steam-carriages, the early steam car, and 


1368 











— > 62/3 


emennm © & a Se 


—" 


=a « A ee =e & tae 














the Victorian and Edwardian motor. It includes accounts of the principal international 
racing events up to the year 1914, and, in a later section, the greater manufacturing 
firms of Britain, the Continent and America are succinctly reviewed. A final note 
affords an amusing glimpse of men and women’s motoring clothing in days which 
seem to attract an interest which increases every year. The book gains from the very 
personal way in which it is written, the photographs are valuable, and the line 
drawings really illustrate the text. (629-22) 


Agriculture Rural Life 
THE FARMERS’ AND FARM STUDENTS’ HANDBOOK. 
James Gunston. Odhams Pres:, 18s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 320 pages. Tables. Index. 
James Gunston’s articles and books are widely appreciated by those engaged in 
practical farming, for he has a wealth of experience behind him, and he writes in 
non-technical language on down-to-earth topics. This latest work covers most 
aspects of farming in Great Britain, except specialised poultry husbandry and fruit 
growing, and is designed principally for quick reference. It supplies concise 
information on all sections of crop and livestock husbandry and special chapters on 
manures and manuring, vermin control, insect pests, etc. and on the farm garden 
and orchard. (630) 


BELOW SCAFELL. Dudley Hoys. Oxford University Press, 128.6d. 1955. 
19cm. 196 pages. 10 headpiece drawings by Lynton Lamb. 
Eskdale, the valley of the River Esk rising in the Scafell mountain group, forms the 
setting of this remarkable descriptive narrative. The author deals with many interesting 
topics about his native dales: the dalesman as a farmer, especially as a sheep-farmer, 
local sports and pastimes, local ‘characters’, fell climbing and rescue work, fairs, 
cattle shows and sheep-dog trials. It is, however, in his descriptions of Cumberland 
scenery that he is indeed outstanding in his power of selection and in restrained, 
sincere feeling. The chapter-head drawings and the photographic plates are worthy 
accompaniments to the text of this excellent book. (630-1) 


GRAIN CROPS. A Review of Production, Trade and Consumption 
relating to Wheat, Wheat Flour, Maize, Barley, Oats, Rye and Rice. 
Compiled in the Intelligence Branch of the Commonwealth Economic Committee. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 1955. 25 cm. 154 pages. 111 tables. Paper covers. 

The current annual review of grain crops records an overall decline in world 

production, though this may well be only temporary. Of the two major food grains, 

wheat shows a tendency to fall in acreage, though this is compensated by higher 
returns per acre. Rice, however, has shown in the last two years a greatly increased 
area under production, particularly in India and Pakistan. Lower export figures 
indicate a higher nutritional standard within the producer countries themselves, 
particularly those of Asia. An appendix gives a valuable survey of government schemes 
and legislation affecting the production and marketing of grain crops in the major 

producing countries. (633-1) 

Fruit Culture 

PRUNING FOR AMATEURS. Raymond Bush. Odhams Press, 8s.6d. 
1955. 19cm. 144 pages. 35 photographs. 40 illustrations in text. Index. 
(“Modern Living’ Series) 

Despite his long experience as a commercial fruit grower, Mr. Bush appreciates the 

amateur’s difficulties and is careful to explain the reason for all the operations here 
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described—which include budding and grafting as well as pruning. While his advice 
on the selection of root stocks, the shaping of young trees and the routine summer and 
winter pruning of standard, bush, cordon and espalier trees and of soft fruits is both 
sound and practical, his descriptions (backed by photographs) of incorrect pruning 
and its results are equally instructive and his chapter on reclaiming neglected or 
mismanaged trees is particularly helpful. (634) 


Forestry 
STUDIES OF THE NORTH-WEST AMERICAN FORESTS 
in Relation to Silviculture in Great Britain. R. F. Wood. H.M. Stationery Office, 
6s. 1955. 24cm. 48 pages. 35 photographs. 10 drawings and diagrams. Map. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. (Forestry Commission Bulletin, No. 25) 
Mr. Wood spent nine months visiting the coniferous forests of British Columbia, 
southern Alaska and the north-west United States to gain some idea of the climatic | 
and soil requirements of several native trees that are commonly grown in Great | 
Britain. Since these species—Sitka spruce, hemlock, red cedar, Douglas fir—are 
frequently grown outside their natural home as timber trees, his observations will be 
of interest to countries other than Great Britain, especially those with a moist oceanic 
climate. The results do not claim to be more than a reconnaissance, but it has been 
possible to suggest a more widespread use of some species and certain restrictions for 
others. (634-975) 
Horticulture 
GROW CACTI. C. Marsden. Cleaver-Hume Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
176 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 15 illustrations in text. Tables. Glossary. 
Indexes. (Cacticulture Series, Book 1) 
A useful book for beginners (complete with dictionary of generic and specific names 
and a glossary of botanical terms) on the essential features of cactus growing, whether 
indoors, out-of-doors, or in the greenhouse. There are clear and practical instructions 
about the preparation of composts, potting, watering and propagation, how to keep 
specimens from disease and injury and to deal with insect pests, and an interesting 
section on the author’s successful experiments with soilless culture. (635-93) 


THE MODERN GREENHOUSE. A Practical Guide to the Management 
of the Warm and Cool Greenhouse. J. $. Dakers. 7th edition, completely revised. 
Cassell, 18s. 1955. 22cm. 272 pages. 62 photographs. $4 illustrations in text. 
Index. 

This comprehensive guide to greenhouse practice has been revised to include advice 

based on recent research, particularly on soil problems, and information on new 

insecticides and fungicides, and on modern structural materials, designs and heating 

methods. The author, an Associate of Honour, Royal Horticultural Society, is a 

cogent expositor of general cultural routine for both the warm and the cool green- 

house. There are useful lists of plants selected on a seasonal basis, chapters on various 
individual flowers, including lilies and orchids, on ferns, on vegetables, and on 

tomatoes, cucumbers and melons. Other fruits are not dealt with in detail. (635-982) 





Livestock 


KNOW YOUR HORSE. A Guide to Selection and Care in Health 
and Disease. W. S. Codrington. Reinhardt, 21s. 1955. 22°$ cm. 192 pages. 
Numerous illustrations. 2 charts. Glossary. Index. 


The author’s long experience in veterinary practice and in showing and training 
horses has enabled him to produce an authoritative work which can be used by owners 
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without technical knowledge. The methodical and lucid way in which he approaches 
any aspect of his wide subject (he covers general anatomy and physiology as well as 
all diseases and management) is typified in the two charts, one of which outlines the 
steps in diagnosis of ailments, the other the identification of different causes of 
lameness. The text is subheaded and itemised, making reference remarkably swift, 
and the appendices contain a careful account of determining the age of “tne 
636°1 
Domestic Economy 
THE HAPPY HOME. A Universal Guide to Household Management. 
Compiled and edited for the Gas Council by the Good Housekeeping Institute. 
Grosvenor Press, 30s. 1955. 27°5 cm. 384 pages. Numerous photographs (some 
in colour). Drawings by Moira Leatham. Index. 
This guide to good living, lavishly illustrated with photographs in colour and black 
and white, covers most of the subjects with which the housewife has to deal. Though 
compiled for the Gas Council, its scope is not limited by the necessity for using any 
particular kind of fuel. The subjects discussed, in a series of clear and practical articles, 
include house furnishing, heating, planning and methods of housework, kitchen 
fittings, cooking, menus, entertaining, beauty culture, marriage guidance, the care 
of children, home nursing and house decoration, and there are many additional 
household hints. Altogether a useful guide for general family use. (640) 


Cookery 


MADAME PRUNIER’S FISH COOKERY BOOK. Selected, 
translated and edited by Ambrose Heath, with an introduction and notes, from 
Les Poissons, Coquillages, Crustacés et leur Preparation Culinaire par Michel Bouzy. 
Revised edition. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 332 pages. 11 photographs. 
12 drawings in text by Mathurin Meheut. Glossary. Index. 

Emile Prunier, leading French fishery expert and great restaurateur, had, as his 

collaborator and Chef de Cuisine, Michel Bouzy, who published Les Poissons, 

Coquillages et Crustacés in 1929, a book mainly composed of the famous Prunier 

recipes. This edition has been completely revised and augmented with fresh recipes 

by Madame Prunier’s late chef, Maurice Cochois. It is an excellent book and should 
receive a warm welcome. As Madame Prunier says, “For the beginner there are 
recipes of the utmost simplicity; for the Cordon Bleu there is something more 

elaborate; and the blasé will find the original and unusual’. (641-6) 


Business Management 


MORALE IN WAR AND WORK. An Experiment in the Management of 
Men. T. T. Paterson. Parrish, 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 256 pages. 18 diagrams. 12 tables. 
Index. 

The author, who is now Senior Lecturer in Industrial Relations in Glasgow 

University, was posted to a Fighter Command Station during the war, to find out 

why there was an abnormally high accident rate, and to overcome it. He tells how 

he carried out his assignment, what lessons he learned and how those lessons are 
being applied to his present work in industry. His investigations concerned the way 
in which groups of men think and act, how certain types of men become natural 
leaders in certain circumstances and how these leaders can be led to influence group 
behaviour in a desired direction. The techniques developed by the author are of 
the highest importance in the study of industrial relations and this book should be of 
great value to all those concerned with getting the best out of men. (658-3) 
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Advertising 


MODERN PUBLICITY. Silver Jubilee issue of Art & Industry's Annual of | 


International Advertising Art. Edited by Frank A. Mercer. No. 25, 1955-1956. 
Studio Publications, 35s. 1955. 29°5 cm. 340 pages (including advertisements). 
Numerous illustrations (some in colour). Index. 
Specimens of the best advertising of thirty-one countries are reproduced in colour 
and black-and-white in the Jubilee issue of this popular annual, which provides ‘a 


shop window for the display of the advertising art of the times’. The editor's f 
‘Retrospect’ refers to the significant names in advertising whose work appeared in 
earlier issues; his ‘Prospect’ reports the trends and points out some of the weaknesses [ 


of an art that is ‘steadily becoming more professional’. This is a reference work of real 
value to all engaged in advertising, and its numerous illustrations are so arranged as 


to facilitate their study and identification. (659-058) F 


Food Preservation 

FISH SAVING. A History of Fish Processing from Ancient to Modern Times. 
Charles L. Cutting. Leonard Hill, 42s. 1955. 22 cm. 388 pages. 61 illustrations (12 in 
colour). 5 maps. 6 tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Fish preservation has a widely scattered and often not easily accessible literature, 

which has now been condensed into one attractive volume of international scope by 

one of Britain’s leading research scientists in fish curing. Concerning himself mainly 

with the techniques, Dr. Cutting provides a remarkably comprehensive history, 

particularly of British practice, a very detailed account of present-day methods, 
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and a study in evolution in which the pattern of the past is used as a signpost to the | 


future. A glossary of the many obsolete names and trade terms included would have 
been helpful. The illustrations are well chosen, and there are four useful indexes 


with over 1,400 entries. This valuable work may well inspire further research into the 
history of fish technology. (664-8) 
Metallurgy 


METALS REFERENCE BOOK. Colin J. Smithells. 2nd edition. 2 vols. 


veer 


Butterworth, 168s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 1,032 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. | 


Bibliography. Indexes. 
The second edition of this well-known work promises to be even more useful than 


the first. It contains a vast amount of information, much of it given in the form of 
equations which have to be solved to derive an actual figure. This manner of 


presentation facilitates compression of information, but makes retrieval difficult. 
The mechanical properties of tool and die steels appear to be absent, but in such a 
book it is always possible to find omissions. The section on diffusion is particularly 
good. (669-083) 


Manufactures: Textiles 

FENCING AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS FOR COTTON 
SPINNING AND WEAVING MACHINERY. Part 2. Spinning, 
Doubling and Winding Machinery. H.M. Stationery Office, for the Factory 
Department, Ministry of Labour and National Service, 5s. 1955. 24°5 cm. 66 pages. 
80 illustrations. 5 diagrams. Paper covers. (Safety Pamphlet, No. 5) 

This publication gives an abstract of the official regulations and requirements for safe 

operation of spinning, doubling and winding machinery and reprints relevant extracts 

of the Cotton Spinning Agreements signed by representatives of the Employers’ 
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Association and Trades Unions in the industry together with modifications passed 


by the Joint Standing Committee. There are many illustrations of typical erous 
sections of machinery and of methods by which operatives may be safeguarded from 
accident. (677°2) 
Woodworking 


WOODWORKING. J. S. Chappell. Cassell, 15s. 1955. 21 cm. 272 pages. 
341 illustrations. Index. 
In woodworking, as in other skilled trades, no book can take the place of actual 
experience. Nevertheless, both the amateur and the professional woodworker will 
learn much from a conscientious study of this excellent textbook. The author gives 
detailed instructions on the use and care of tools, explains the nature of wood and 
the methods of using woodworking timbers and deals with woodworking joints, 
basic forms of cabinet construction, veneering and inlaying, and various methods of 
wood finishing. The last chapter contains an alphabetical list of the most important 
timbers showing their principal characteristics and uses. The book is well illustrated 
throughout, and examples are given of articles which may be made using the basic 
forms described in the text. (684) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 
Architecture 
THE PRACTISING ARCHITECT. Alec S. Eggleston. Melbourne University 
Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University Press (London), 373.6d. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 296 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This book should prove an invaluable aid to the young graduate as well as the student. 
Mr. Eggleston gives useful information regarding some of the difficulties young 
architects have to face when embarking upon their careers. He considers these 
problems realistically and from the Australian point of view, but without overlooking 
the need to seek comparisons in overseas practice. His fifty years of architectural 
practice and his experience of university lecturing have provided him with excellent 
qualifications to write on this subject. (720-2) 


ARCHITECTURE. An Introduction to the History and Theory of the Art 
of Building. W. R. Lethaby. Third Edition with New Preface and Epilogue 
by Basil Ward. Oxford University Press, 18s. 1955. 21 cm. 250 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Index. 

Basil Ward, Lethaby Professor at the Royal College of Art and a practising architect 

of outstanding ability, has done a great service in reintroducing this little classic, 

which first appeared in the Home University Library in 1911 and has been far too long 
out of print. Lethaby was a great teacher and what he said fifty years ago under 
infinitely discouraging circumstances is still applicable today. Perhaps ‘caprice, 
pomposity and make-believe’ no longer characterise our architecture, but the issues 
which he raised in this book remain, as the editor emphasises, lively and critical. 
Some new illustrations are provided. (720-9) 


OLD S. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL. A Lost Glory of Mediaeval London. 
G. H. Cook. Phoenix House, 42s. 1955. 25 cm. 112 pages. 43 illustrations. 12 plans 
and diagrams in text. Bibliography. Index. 

Although by no means long, this is a detailed account of the history and architecture 

of the vast mediaeval church destroyed in the Great Fire of 1666, the predecessor of 

Wren’s celebrated building. The author has been responsible in the past few years 
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for several monographs on English cathedrals, which have been distinguished for 
their brevity, readability and genuine scholarship. Old S. Paul’s Cathedral should 
heighten Mr. Cook’s reputation as a reliable and articulate commentator on our great 
churches. The book is very pleasantly produced and contains a large number of 
excellent illustrations. There is a short, but excellent, bibliography and a good 
index. (726-5) 


POULTRY HOUSING. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. sth edition. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 60 pages. 7 photographs. 32 illustra- 
tions in text. Paper covers. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin, No. 56) 

Since the last revision of this Bulletin in 1935 there have been considerable changes 

in poultry-keeping practice, especially in regard to intensive systems of housing 

poultry. The present edition has been entirely rewritten in the light of these changes 
and the Bulletin now contains full accounts of modern systems such as deep litter, 
hen yards, battery houses, etc., as well as the more traditional forms of housing, 

There is an excellent range of photographs, line drawings and plans, and the whole is 

really good value. (728-9) 


PRACTICAL ELECTROACOUSTICS. Michael Rettinger. Thames & 
Hudson, 63s. 1955. 22°$ cm. 272 pages. 175 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The author is a member of the Engineering Department of the Radio Corporation 

of America. Much of his material is available in other works dealing with specific 

subjects, but it is here gathered into one volume which is as mathematical as necessary 
yet essentially practical. The whole field of electroacoustics is adequately covered, 
from Recording Studios and Public Buildings, to Home Acoustics, and a useful 
chapter is included on magnetic recording. It is a pity the price must be high, as the 
book should be in the hands of all architects and engineers concerned with design 
in this field. (729-2) 


Interior Decoration 

DECORATIVE ART. The Studio Year Book of Furnishing and Decoration 
1955-1956. Vol. 45. Edited by Rathbone Holme and Kathleen Frost. Studio 
Publications, 30s. 1955. 29°5 cm. 156 pages. Numerous illustrations (some in colour). 
Index. 

The latest issue of this world review of domestic furnishing illustrates the growing 

popularity of contemporary design in the home. To some extent, says the editors’ 


foreword, the past year has shown a fuller realisation of the importance of fitness | 


for purpose in all good design. Basil Spence, architect of the new Coventry Cathedral, 
describes a Canadian house which he considers to be ideally suited to its occupants’ 
needs. Fourteen houses and apartments in several countries are then described and 
illustrated, and followed by a wealth of photographs illustrating contemporary 
international design in furniture, carpets and textiles, glass, ceramics, tableware and 
silver, and lighting. No one interested in the structure and equipment of a home will 
want to miss this valuable and stimulating survey. (747-058) 


Painting 


CARAVAGGIO STUDIES. Walter Friedlaender. Oxford University Press, | 


200s. 195§. 30°5 cm. 340 pages. 136 plates. Illustrations in text. Bibliography. 
Index. 


In this substantial volume a distinguished American critic and writer on art has 
brought together a series of studies on different aspects of the life and work of the 
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Italian painter Michelangelo da Caravaggio (c. 1565-1610). Part 1 examines the 
artist's works against the background of his early life in Lombardy and tempestuous 
maturity in Rome and southern Italy. Part 2 is a Catalogue Raisonné of Caravaggio’s 
works with detailed commentary. Part 3 brings together, in the original language 
and in an English translation, all the known 17th century biographical and docu- 
mentary sources for our knowledge of the artist. Dr. Friedlaender’s book is an 
important stage towards a much needed re-assessment of a still mysterious artist 
whose ‘tenebroso’ manner, in which dark shadow and brilliant light effects are 
combined, has long exerted a fascination on all students of Italian 17th century 
painting. (759°5) 
G. B. TIEPOLO: His Life and Work. Antonio Morassi. Translated from the 

Italian by Peter Murray. Phaidon Press, 42s. 1955. 31 cm. 162 pages of text. 64 

illustrations in text. 102 plates (9 in colour). Bibliography. 
With the Venetian painter Giambattista Tiepolo (1696-1770) the historic Italian 
school achieved a final burst of splendour. All the courts of Europe competed for his 
services, and the frescoes at Madrid and Wurzburg, as well as those in Venetian and 
Milanese churches and palaces, are among the most splendid decorative works of art 
in existence. The painter’s outstanding works and the successive stages of his pictorial 
art (in which he was helped in later life by his two sons) are carefully described with 
many revisions in the usual chronology. The plates excitingly reveal Tiepolo’s 
mastery of perspective and his spectacular use of light and colour to convey the 
illusion of radiant space. (759°5) 


Prints 
THE FLOATING WORLD. James A. Michener. Secker & Warburg, 63s. 
1955. 24 cm. 416 pages. 6s illustrations (40 in colour). Glossary. Bibliography. 
Index. 
This book tells the story of the Japanese colour print during the two centuries of the 
Tokugawa dictatorship from 1603-1867. It also has the secondary purpose of making 
known the richness of American collections of this branch of oriental art. The author 
gives a very full account of the technical and sociological background of colour 
prints, emphasising in particular the rigorous control which was exercised over choice 
of subject matter and even the colour range. There are informative appendices of 
prices, biographies of artists and a 12-page bibliography. (761-2) 
Music 
THE OLD CONCERT ROOMS OF LONDON. Robert Elkin. Edward 
Arnold, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 168 pages. 23 plates. Index. 
Considering the antiquity and interest of London’s places of music-making, it is 
remarkable that they should have had to wait so long for their first history. Mr. Elkin 
writes with a dry wit and a nice sense of period. He traces the rise and fall of the 
fortunes of over twenty major halls and rooms, from the late seventeenth to the late 
nineteenth century, and illustrates the character of the music they served with some 
apt contemporary citations. Many of the interesting plates will be as unfamiliar as 
they are essential to the architectural aspect of the subject. (780-73) 


EDWARD ELGAR: His Life and Music. Diana M. McVeagh. Dent, 183. 
195$. 22 cm. 270 pages. 10 illustrations. 2 facsimiles. Musical examples. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


This welcome revaluation of Elgar is based partly on letters, papers and autograph 
sketches, not available hitherto, and sheds new light upon his complex character, both 
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personal and musical. Miss McVeagh’s study of this and its background, particularly 
in relation to the important influence of Elgar’s wife on his development, is 
excellently done. Her discussion of the works runs rather on conventional lines, but 
her analysis of the peculiarities and origins of his style is admirable. She shows con- 


vincingly how Elgar’s talent suddenly matured into genius, and explains the nature of | 


his ‘Englishness’—that individual quality which is apt to elude foreign performers 
and listeners alike, and sometimes still baffles his countrymen. (780-92) 


The Theatre 
THE KABUKI THEATRE OF JAPAN. A. C. Scott. Allen & Unwin, 30s. 
1955. 24 cm. 320 pages. 11 illustrations (1 in colour). 38 line drawings in text by 
the author. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
The author’s close association with the theatre, first in China, then in Japan, has 
enabled him to describe in detail the acting and staging of the plays of the Kabuki 
theatre, to give an account of the plays and playwrights and the scenario of six 
representative plays. A few chapters are devoted to the historical background, to 
the N6 drama and the Doll Theatre, both of which strongly influenced the Kabuki 
drama. The music and dance forms, an integral part of Kabuki plays, are described, 
and the strictly conventionalised actor’s technique. A final chapter deals with the 
playhouses of a theatrical form that has played a large part in the lives of the Japanese 
people, a form designed first and last as entertainment for the ordinary citizen, and 
which has become through the centuries ‘superb theatre’. (792-0952) 


Ballet . 

THE SADLER’S WELLS BALLET. A History and an Appreciation. 
Mary Clarke. Black, 21s. 1955. 24 cm. 352 pages. $5 illustrations. Bibliography. 
Index. 

A useful and workmanlike account of the foundation and development of Britain’s 

national ballet company and the intentions and achievements of its founder and 

director, Ninette de Valois. The earlier part is the better, an excellent reconstruction 
of the company’s pre-war history. Later parts a little resemble the journalist-critic’s 
seasonal reports and, like them, assume, though they hardly require, familiarity with 
the subject. Appendices describe briefly and well Sadler’s Wells School (especially 
good), Sadler’s Wells Theatre Ballet, Sadler’s Wells’ work overseas, Sadler’s Wells 

Benevolent Fund, and list all ballets produced by the company by midsummer 1955. 

Adverse criticisms of policy and attainments are fairly stated but the author, assistant 

editor of The Dancing Times, writes with the avowed intention of ‘appreciating’ the 

company’s ‘continuity, steadfastness of aim and quality of performance’. So doing, 

she provides a full and welcome factual frame of reference. (792-8) 


Sports and Games 
AUSTRALIA 55. A Journal of the M.C.C. Tour. Alan Ross. Michael Joseph, 
218. 1955. 22°5 cm. 272 pages. 80 photographs by the author. Index. 

Although principally about cricket, and especially the remarkable series of Test 
Matches between Australia and England in the winter of 1954-55, this book is also 
about Australia, its cities and its scenery, its institutions and people, its art and many 
other activities. Alan Ross is cricket correspondent to the Observer and a delightful 
prose writer. He has given us here one of the best books ever produced on an overseas 
tour of a band of sportsmen and has included a large number of his own excellent 
photographs of players, people and places. (796-3) 
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FRANZ STAMPFL ON RUNNING. Sprint, Middle Distance and 
Distance Events. Introduction by Chris Chataway. Jenkins, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 
160 pages. 56 photographs. Tables. Index. 

The author is a most successful trainer of present-day athletes, and his book is a 

close examination of style and tactics in running, callisthenics, diet, training schedules 

and equipment. He particularly analyses the mental side of running, for as the number 
of international contacts increases—and it is continually increasing—psychological 

preparation for the “big event’ becomes more and more important. (796-4) 


THE FISHERMAN’S BEDSIDE BOOK. Compiled by ‘BB’. 2nd edition, 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 15s. 1955. 18 cm. 604 pages. Illustrations by Denys 
Watkins-Pitchford. Index to authors. 

This most companionable anthology in its new edition contains a much extended 

section on Carp Fishing and fresh material on Salmon and Tench. The various fishing 

records have also been brought up to date. It is that rare thing—a practical book which 
is also a volume of good English prose, made even more delightful by the lovely 

drawings. (799-1) 


THE ABOMINABLE SNOWMAN ADVENTURE. Ralph Izzard. 
Hodder & Stoughton, 16s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 302 pages. $7 photographs. 9 drawings. 
Endpaper map. Bibliography. 

Mr. Izzard’s previous book, The Innocent on Everest, told the story of the successful 

Everest expedition from the point of view of a non-mountaineering journalist. Here 

he describes a subsequent expedition to the same general area organised by the Daily 

Mail with the primary object of obtaining first-hand information about the Abom- 

inable Snowman. This object failed, but Mr. Izzard assembles all that is known to 

date about this doubtful animal, whose footprints have puzzled Himalayan mount- 
aineers for more than sixty years. He also describes in an easy style the operations 
of an extremely well-found expedition, which carried out many secondary inves- 

tigations. (799-2) 


LITERATURE 


THE NEW BEDSIDE BOOK: PEACE AT THE CLOSE. An Anthology 
selected and arranged by Arthur Stanley. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 350 pages. 
Indexes. 

The first Bedside Book appeared nearly a quarter of a century ago and its success has 

been such that it is still in regular demand. Mr. Stanley’s new anthology of poetry 

and prose is likely to equal, and may well surpass, this achievement. It falls into five 
main parts, starting with childhood and following the development of the human 
mind through its time of zest to prime and thence, through tranquillity, to its close, 
when the thoughtful man has attained full philosophic maturity and can look back 
on life with pleasure and in peace. The selection has been made with great sensitivity. 
This is an anthology warmly to be recommended. (808-8) 


American Literature 


IN GOOD TIME. Poems. Tom Boggs. Bodley Head, 12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 
136 pages. Index of first lines. 


The association of pleasure with modern verse is not so common an occurrence as 
to pass without comment. The work of Tom Boggs—an American poet who died 
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and are concerned with what an observant and imaginative ager sees, feels, and 
thinks as he moves about the world. They are often witty, often wise, and skilfully 


transmute colloquial speech into poetic speech: in these qualities they have an affinity 
with the work of Marianne Moore and Robert Frost. The volume contains a generous | 


selection of his recent work. (811-5) 


SABRINA FAIR, or, A Woman of the World. A Romantic Comedy. 

Samuel Taylor. Heinemann, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 98 pages. (Drama Library) 
An American romantic comedy is the latest addition to a series embracing English 
and foreign classics, short and long plays, and several religious dramas. It is in effect 
another version, in fresh modern American style, of the Cinderella story, with the 
heir of a wealthy and elegant family succumbing to the charms of a chauffeur’s 
daughter. (812-5) 


English Poetry 
GOLD. A Poem by Christine Brooke-Rose. Hand and Flower Press (Aldington, 
Kent), 4s 6d. 1955. 21°5 cm. 32 pages. Paper covers. 

In many ways this is the most interesting English poem that has appeared for some 
time: it has something definite to say, is often beautiful, is unusual in structure. This 
structure closely follows that of the 14th-century poem Pearl, in which the visionary- 
poem is combined with the debate-poem. Religious in treatment, the poem has an 
alchemical symbolism, gold representing the unattainable ideal of Communism to 
which base metals—human beings—are sacrificed. Sometimes the rigid structure of 
the poem is constricting and the theme too nakedly revealed, but allowance must be 
made for such faults in so courageously experimental a work. (821-9) 


SOME POEMS. A small selection written between 1930 and 1953. Erica Marx. 
Hand and Flower Press (Aldington, Kent), 7s.6d. 1955. 18-5 cm. 48 pages. 
Miss Marx is one of those admirable poets who write only when some powerful 
experience compels expression in verse. In her case the experience is usually connected 
with the vagaries of human conduct, for she has a passionate concern for people and 
their actions. This means that there is an abundant drama in her poems, a drama 
enriched by being communicated through a compassionate and sensitive mind. Both 
human rights and human wrongs evoke her sympathies, and she has written some 
very moving poems on the theme of ‘man’s inhumanity to man’. (821-9) 


FRIDAY’S CHILD. Wilfred Watson. Faber, 9s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. $6 pages. 
An English-born Canadian now resident in Alberta, Mr. Watson, in his first collection 
of poems, sometimes reminds one of Dylan Thomas, sometimes of folk-song, and 
sometimes of dance lyric. This means that he has not yet developed a true accent 
of his own. Yet he proves himself to be a genuine poet by his relish for words and his 
intoxication with rhythms. In some of his poems he employs imagery drawn from 
the Canadian landscape, and this indicates that when he has assimilated his influences 
he will prove to be a poet of character. If at present his work promises more than it 
achieves, the promise is unmistakably there. (821-9C) 


A READER’S GUIDE TO T. S. ELIOT. A Poem-by-poem Analysis. 
George Williamson. Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1955. 21 cm. 248 pages. Biblio- 
graphical note. Index. 


This poem-by-poem analysis of Eliot’s work has been favourably received in the 
United States and the English edition will also be widely appreciated. Mr. Williamson 


1378 


in 1952—is, above all, poetry that can be enjoyed. His poems are short and musical, : 
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writes less for the reader who is familiar with the large body of exegesis already 
published than for the layman, who will find these expository notes, arranged for 
ease of reference in the chronological order of the poems, very helpful indeed as a 
guide to the reading and understanding of Eliot's verse from Prufrock to Four 
Quartets. (821-9) 


English Drama 
MARLOWE’S PLAYS AND POEMS. Revised edition with introduction 
by M. R. Ridley. Dent, 7s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 480 pages. Bibliography. (Everyman s 
Library) 
In this revised edition of the Everyman Marlowe a new introduction by M. R. Ridley 
replaces the old one by Edward Thomas. The contents too are different, the dubious 
The True Tragedie of Richard Duke of Yorke having been excluded and translations of 
Ovid and Lucan added. The seven accepted plays, from Tamburlaine to Dido, and 
the poem Hero and Leander which was written in collaboration with George Chapman, 
are again printed in full. Marlowe was one of the greatest of Elizabethan dramatists 
and the publishers of Everyman’s Library merit our gratitude for continuing to make 
his work widely accessible. (822-3) 


RING UP THE CURTAIN. Four Plays. Heinemann, 16s. 1955. 19 cm. 
448 pages. 
This volume comprises reading editions of four plays, all first produced in 1954, 
and all available in separate acting editions. They are: Marching Song, by John 
Whiting, a drama of conflicting political and personal ideologies; No Escape, a 
tensely written drama, adapted by Rhys Davies from his own novel, Under the Rose; 
The Facts of Life, a two-act comedy by Roger MacDougall, centring upon the 
escapades of a small boy with a freak mathematical brain; and It’s Never Too Late, a 
two-act comedy by Felicity Douglas, about a woman author able to write master- 
pieces only when she is beset by family and household tasks. (822-9) 


THE DEEP BLUE SEA, with three other plays. Terence Rattigan. Pan Books, 
2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 256 pages. Paper covers. 
This volume contains representative work by a modern and versatile English play- 
wright, and will be a popular addition to this series, both in England and abroad. 
Apart from The Deep Blue Sea, Rattigan’s study of a woman’s obsession, there are 
Harlequinade, a one-act burlesque of theatrical behaviour, Adventure Story, an historical 
full-length play on the life of Alexander the Great, and The Browning Version, a 
tragedy in one-act about an aging, unsuccessful schoolmaster. (822-9) 


English Fiction 
THE MIRROR OF CONRAD. E. H. Visiak. Werner Laurie, 16s. 1955. 
22 cm. 256 pages. 6 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

This is the first of two books which Mr. Visiak has planned about Conrad, with 
whom he corresponded in the novelist’s final years. It spans two decades at sea, and 
illustrates with quotation such incidents in the stories as derived from Conrad’s 
direct experience. The survey, written in admiration, would have benefited from 
fuller reference to what is now a considerable Conrad literature. (823-9) 
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French Literature 
A HISTORY OF FRENCH LITERATURE. L. Cazamian. Oxford 

University Press, 308. 1955. 19 cm. 478 pages. Biographical and bibliographical 

notes. Index. 
Here compressed into 450 pages we have the history of French literature from the | 
ninth century to the present day. This summary technique is in some cases—eg | 
with Racine, and with contemporary writers—disappointing, in others—Baudelaire | 
or Balzac (how rare and how welcome the emphasis on Balzac’s humour'!)—| 
surprisingly successful. Students would be well advised to expand Professor | 
Cazamian’s wise succinct dicta, proving the justice thereof by their own reading | 
This would be especially valuable with the general chapters introducing each era and 
the stimulating conclusion. Space considerations have tantalisingly confined the 
scholar in this volume, but the scholarship always shines through. (840°9) 






HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
THE HUNGRY SHEEP. Sir David Kelly. Hollis & Carter, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 
260 pages. Bibliography. 
In Part I of this challenging book Sir David Kelly discusses five outstanding factors 
in the surface world of today: the Soviet Empire; International Relations; Britain's 
Place in World Affairs; Colonial Policy; and new developments. He touches on the 
Sovict attitude to the rest of the world; deplores the substitution of limelit conferences 





for confidential, professional diplomacy ; rejects the Free Trade basis of British foreign 
policy; denies that democratic parliamentary institutions are entirely suitable for 
transplantation to the Colonies; and stresses the necessity of adjusting policy to the 
new factors in the world situation. In Part II he examines the deeper currents under- 
lying the surface pattern and ranges widely in the fields of history, psychology and 
philosophy. Dismissing the doctrine of evolutionary upward progress, he probes 
the causes of the apparent disintegration of our civilisation under external and internal 
attacks, and sees hope only in abandonment of false spiritual values and return to 


those of the Christian tradition. (901) | 


LYTTON STRACHEY. R. A. Scott-James. Longmans for the British Council, | 


2s. 195§. 21-5 cm. 40 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. 

(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 
This essay is both a re-assessment and an introduction. The Strachey vogue did not 
survive the 1920's, when, as Mr. Scott-James reminds us, the word ‘malice’ could be 
used as a term of praise, and the witty ‘debunking’ in Eminent Victorians was exactly 
in harmony with the general iconoclastic mood. Where adverse judgment of Strachey, 
or relegation to the category of interesting historical phenomenon, is necessary, 
Mr. Scott-James does not mince his words. But in presenting the euvre book by 
book he is equally fair in giving praise when praise is due, for instance to the excellent 
Landmarks in French Literature, and to Queen Victoria, in which, though Strachey 


‘came to scoff’, he ‘remained to pray’. (907) | 


EDWARD GIBBON. C. V. Wedgwood. Longmans for the British Council, 
28. 195$. 21-5 cm. 36 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Paper covers. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 

Edward Gibbon (1737-1794) published his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire in 

1776, which was hailed as a classic in his own time and has remained so ever since. 

This account of his life reveals his great work as the focal point of the many events 
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and influences that made Gibbon the man he was. Miss Wedgwood discusses its 
unique qualities which make it still a classic, and examines Gibbon’s treatment of 
Christianity in his book and the criticism levelled at it. This is a satisfying essay by an 
accomplished historian who has done much to maintain the Gibbon tradition of 
giving historical writing a place in literature. (907) 


Geography Travel Description 
THE CRUISE OF THE ‘NONA’. Hilaire Belloc. Introduction by Lord 
Stanley of Alderley. New edition. Constable, 20s. 1955. 22 cm. 386 pages. 
Frontispiece. 
Of all Hilaire Belloc’s many books, The Cruise of the ‘Nona’ is probably the most 
representative. As Lord Stanley of Alderley points out in his long and interesting 
Introduction to this new edition: ‘In this book . . . will be found all that was Belloc. 
Here is the Poet, the Master of Prose, the Controversialist, the Traveller, the Historian, 
the Philosopher, and the Catholic’—all indeed that passes through Belloc’s mind 
as he sails his beloved cutter round the coasts of Wales and England from Holyhead to 
Sussex. And the exciting story of the voyage, though only the framework of the 
book, would in itself make The Cruise of the ‘Nona’ memorable. (910-4) 


HEAVEN, HELL AND SALT WATER. Bill and Phyllis Crowe. 
Adlard Coles in association with Harrap, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 264 pages. 43 photographs. 
6 sketch maps. Endpaper map in colour. Index. 
This good-humoured book, by a young American husband and wife who were tired 
of the more obvious amenities of civilisation, describes their adventures—including a 
circumnavigation, and a severe grounding at Zanzibar—in their schooner Lang Syne. 
They kept mainly to the warmer latitudes, and their narrative describes a care-free 
life, and gives point to a saying of which they were fond, ‘you don’t have to be crazy 
to be a yachtsman, but it helps’. (910-4) 


BON VIVEUR’S LONDON AND THE BRITISH ISLES. Dakers, 
1§S. 1955. 22 cm. 256 pages. 26 photographs (13 by John Cradock). 5 maps. 
This is a valuable book of reference for visitors to Britain or natives on holiday who 
need advice on where to stay in the country and where to eat and drink, or shop, in 
London. It is based on the personal experience of the two authors, together known as 
‘Bon Viveur’, and gives just the sort of information required—the general character 
of each establishment, its principal attractions, scale of charges and all other useful 
details. (914-2) 


LONDON IN COLOUR. A Collection of Colour Photographs by James 
Riddell, with an Introductory Text and Notes on the Illustrations by William 
Gaunt. Batsford, 15s. 1955. 25 cm. 110 pages. 40 plates. Map. Index. 

This is the visitor’s London. It concentrates mainly on the famous scenes and buildings 

—the Houses of Parliament seen across the river, Buckingham Palace, the Tower, 

Broadcasting House, the Horse Guards, swans on the Round Pond, parks and 

Regency terraces and so on. The colour photographs are admirable in their own 

kind, and well reproduced. They convey much of ‘the splendour, the pageantry and 

the atmosphere of London’, and Mr. Gaunt’s long introduction and descriptive notes 

are carefully studied interpretations. (914-21) 
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HIMALAYAN BARBARY. Christoph von Fiirer-Haimendorf. Murray, 215. 
1955. 22 cm. 256 pages. 35 photographs. Map. Bibliography. Index. 

This is an excellently illustrated, well written and absorbing travel book by an | 

anthropologist who is an authority on the cultures of India and Assam. He, with his § 





te 


4 


wife, led an expedition in 1944 into the Indo-Tibetan borderlands to explore west 
of the Subansiri River. He writes with restraint and humour about his own difficulties 9 
and discomforts, but always with sympathy and liking for the people of the country, 


more especially the Apa Tanis—the gay, conscientious and dignified gardeners of an 


irrigated upland valley. He has a gift for re-creating beauty of landscape, atmosphere, © & 
incident and character. (915-41) | f 


DESERT AND FOREST. The Exploration of Abyssinian Danakil. ; 
L. M. Nesbitt. Reprint. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 336 pages. 8 maps, | 


Index. Paper covers. 
This narrative of an adventurous journey, one of the last of its kind in Africa, was 
originally published in 1934. It well deserves to be reprinted, not only for its 
re-creation of the Abyssinia of the late ’twenties and for its excitement, but as a self- 
portrait of an explorer. It was an uncommon combination of courage, tact, and 
patience that brought Nesbitt and his two companions safely through the difficult 
and dangerous Danakil country. The story is told naturally, without bravado. The 
maps, specially drawn for this edition by John Woodcock, are excellent. (916-3) 


THE DARK CHILD. Camara Laye. Translated from the French by James 
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Kirkup. Introduction by William Plomer. Collins, 12s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 192 pages. | 
An interesting chapter of autobiography written by an African of the Malinke tribe | 


from French Upper Guinea. Born in 1924, he relates the story of his childhood, 
education at the technical school of Conakry, and ends with his departure for France. 
It is a simple, moving and often poetic story, which gets right into the heart of the 
people he describes. (916 652) 


SOUTHERN AFRICA: A Geographical Study. Vol. I. Physical Geography. 
John H. Wellington. Cambridge University Press, 70s. 1955. 24 cm. $52 pages. 
96 photographs. 96 diagrams and maps in text. 4 folding maps in colour. 41 tables. 
Index. 

This volume establishes itself at once as the standard work on the physical geography 

of South Africa, and represents the culmination of the researches of a lifetime. Its 

contents cover surface and structure, including the seas; climate, vegetation and 
soils; and hydrography. Southern Africa in this context extends north to the 

Zambezi-Congo divide and includes the Lake Nyasa basin, as the latter in conjunction 

with Madagascar throws light on the structural history of the south. Through 

differences of rock structure, climate, and erosion, South Africa presents considerable 
variation within the main framework of plateau, escarpment, and peripheral areas. 

The author, drawing on thirty-four years’ fieldwork, gives a clear, reasoned, and 

detailed description of the surface features which result from combinations of these 

factors. The amount of space devoted to hydrography is significant. (916-8) 


Biography 

THE WHISPERING GALLERY. Autobiography I. John Lehmann. 
Longmans, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 3§2 pages. Frontispiece. Index. 

The Whispering Gallery is chiefly interesting as another document—to put with such 

books as Roy Harrod’s biography of Maynard Keynes and Stephen Spender’s 
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World within World—on the literary sociology of this century and particularly of the 


left-wing groupings of the ‘thirties. The five sections cover an Edwardian childhood, 
Eton (when, e.g., George Orwell and Cyril Connolly were there too), Cambridge 
and work at the Hogarth Press (with portraits of Leonard and Virginia Woolf, 
Christopher Isherwood, Stephen Spender, Julian Bell, William Plomer and others), 
residence in Vienna, and lastly the story of the early years of Lehmann’s well-known 
magazine New Writing. (92) 


LISZT. Sacheverell Sitwell. 2nd edition, revised. Cassell, 30s. 1955. 22°§ cm. 
430 pages. 18 illustrations. Chronology. Bibliography. Index. 
First published in 1934, this biography well deserves reissue, particularly in view of 
the continuously growing interest in Liszt, of which a long new introduction and a 
postscript give some account. Here is by far the most detailed account in English of 
the life of this extraordinary musician, whose career lends itself admirably to the 
vivid, evocative and allusive style that Mr. Sitwell has made his own. He illumines 
faithfully the many facets of Liszt’s strange character, but his judgment of the music, 
coming as it does from one who avows his ‘technical ignorance’, can hardly command 
full confidence. The plates, partly from photographs, are of exceptional interest. (92) 


SELECTIONS FROM THE JOURNAL OF JOHN WESLEY. Edited 
by Hugh Martin. S.C.M. Press, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 176 pages. (A Treasury of 
Christian Books) 

This volume contains representative extracts from the Journal of John Wesley, 

which covers fifty-five years of his life and originally filled twenty-six bound volumes. 

The style is crisp and clear and the narratives are combined with a shrewd and some- 

times witty characterisation of people and situations. Above all, we have an 

unrivalled picture of the man himself, alert, courageous and utterly devoted to the 
spiritual welfare of the nation. As the editor observes, the reader is to be envied who 

is being introduced to the Journal for the first time. (92) 


THE SELECTED LETTERS OF ANTON CHEKHOV. Edited by 
Lillian Hellman. Translated from the Russian by Sidonie Lederer. Hamish Hamilton, 
21s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 368 pages. Index. (Great Letters Series) 

The charm and the intellectual honesty of Chekhov's disposition are clearly reflected 

in his letters. He was always exceptionally receptive to fresh impressions and in his 

later years he travelled widely in Russia, the Far East and Europe. The translation is 
lively and it is impossible not to. be struck by Chekhov’s love of life, his broad 
humanity and the sharpness of his observation. A particularly interesting group of 
letters to his wife, Olga Knipper, the actress, and to Maxim Gorki record Chekhov's 
trenchantly expressed views on the theatre, his dissatisfaction with the Moscow 
productions of his plays and his opinions on the contemporary drama. (928-9172) 


Ancient Rome 

ALPS AND ELEPHANTS: Hannibal’s March. Sir Gavin de Beer. Bles, 10s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 142 pages. 11 illustrations by Audrey Weber. 3 charts. Map. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Hannibal’s achievement in crossing the Alps has won the admiration of later genera- 

tions, and the problem of his exact route has long fascinated them. A new solution 

of this perennial problem is offered here by the Director of the Natural History 
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Museum in London who makes full use of his geological and geographical knowledg. 9 
Basing his theories on what he believes to be the true readings of some of th} 
eographical names in the texts of Polybius and Livy, he has carried out some neg! 
detective’ work, which will interest his readers and will challenge the anciex 
historians. Whether he convinces them all with his solution of Hannibal’s route 
not, they will probably agree with what he says about Hannibal’s elephants in this 
very persuasive and attractive little book. (937 


World War II 


PANZER BATTLES 1939-1945. A Study of the Employment of Armow 
in the Second World War. F. W. von Mellenthin. Translated from the Germar 
by H. Betzler. Edited by L. C. F. Turner. Cassell, 36s. 1955. 22 cm. 392 pages} 
5 illustrations. 60 maps. Index. 

Major-General von Mellenthin, a German regular officer, is well qualified to write 

this book as he served almost continuously with panzer formations in Poland, France,| 

the Balkans, North Africa, Russia and Western Europe. It is divided into four parts 
of which the third, dealing with the Russian campaign, is the largest; this is brilliantly] 
described and is the highlight of what is probably the best book on the handling of] 
armoured forces. The lessons and conclusions should prove valuable and the author's} 
penetrating and comprehensive analysis of the psychology of the Russian soldier} 
deserves the closest study. As might be expected, von Mellenthin is at pains to uphold} 
the honour of the German Army, but his criticism of British tactics, apart from the 
artillery, is open to question. Nevertheless, this is a very good book. (940-541) 


ESCORT: The Battle of the Atlantic. D. A. Rayner. Edited by S. W. Roskill. 
Kimber, 16s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 250 pages. 17 photographs. 2 diagrams. 2 maps. 
Endpaper maps. Index. 

Commander Rayner was the first R.N.V.R. officer to be given command of an 

Escort Group in the Western Approaches, and both he and his book are outstanding. 

His whole war service was spent in arduous anti-submarine activity, and he was twice 

decorated for successful actions. A qualified navigator, his ship-handling was | 

exceptional, and no narrative of World War II gives a more vivid impression of one f 


of the grimmest battles for survival in maritime history. Commander Rayner’s J 
account of Admiral Horton’s operational methods, backed as it is by his personal f 
experiences, is of the highest interest. (940-5451) § 


22 cm. 290 pages. 14 photographs. 2 maps. Index. 
The author commanded the group of British soldiers parachuted into Greece shortly 


before Alamein to cut the German supply line by blowing up the Gorgopotamos | 


viaduct. Having brilliantly fulfilled this mission, he was left with the far more difficult 
assignment of fostering and keeping in harmony the bitterly divided forces of the 
Greek Resistance. The story of the arrival in Greece and the spectacular demolitions 


, 
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GREEK ENTANGLEMENT. E. C. W. Myers. Hart-Davis, 18s. 1955. § 








at the Gorgopotamos and the Asopos is modestly told but intensely exciting. The 
later chapters are of more specialised interest, but they are historically valuable as the 
independent testimony of a professional soldier of notable humanity and detachment. 


(940-548) 
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Britain 





THE MAKING OF THE ENGLISH LANDSCAPE. W. G. Hoskins. 
Hodder & Stoughton, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 240 pages. 83 illustrations. 17 maps and 
plans. Bibliography. Index. 

The author gives a sketch of those forces and events in the history of England since 

the earliest times which have influenced the character of the present-day landscape. 

It is restricted to alterations of human making and omits purely natural forces. Its 

great value is that at every stage, by giving illustrations of the way in which the history 

of a landscape may be explained by a combination of field work and documentary 
research, it acts as a stimulus to its readers to carry out further investigations them- 

selves. It is liberally illustrated and well supplied with bibliographies. (942) 


India 
GOLDEN INTERLUDE: THE EDENS IN INDIA, 1836-1842. 
Janet Dunbar. Murray, 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 254 pages. Plates. 21 drawings in text. 
Maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Emily Eden is known for her books on India and for her two novels. Aged 
thirty-eight, she and her sister Fanny, who was four years younger, left the dignified 
social life of their English country house to accompany their brother, George Eden 
2nd Lord Auckland, to India where he was appointed Governor General in 1835. 
Members of a great Whig family and friends of the whole circle, they found their 
six years in India an exciting interlude which prompted hundreds of letters home. 
This first account of the sisters’ travels uses not only the published and unpublished 
letters of Emily, but the virtually unknown manuscript journal of Fanny. The picture 
of India thus presented is informative and unique, enlivened by the sharp-eyed wit 
of two great ladies; their own words are extensively used within the framework of 
a connected narrative. (954-08) 


Singapore 
COLONY OF SINGAPORE ANNUAL REPORT, 1954. Government 
Printing Office (Singapore), $3: H.M. Stationery Office (London), 9s. 1955. 22 cm. 
276 pages. 34 illustrations (10 in colour). 5 graphs in colour. 4 maps in colour. 
Bibliography. Index. 
This latest Annual Report for Singapore reflects the vigour and élan of this prosperous 
Colony, which in the course of the year achieved virtual self-government under a new 
Constitution. There is a party system, with a wide franchise and a common electoral 
roll for all races. One remarkable and significant fact recorded is that over half the 
population (which now well exceeds 1} million) is under 21. The report affords not 
only an account of the activities of the Singapore government departments but also 
interesting studies of various aspects of life in the Colony. The illustrations reveal the 
picturesque side of Singapore with its varied racial customs and fashions. (959-52) 


Canada 

INDIANS OF CANADA. Diamond Jenness. 3rd edition. Queen’s Printer 
(Ottawa, Canada), $6-00. 1955. 25°5 cm. Coloured frontispiece. 6 colour plates. 
117 illustrations. 9 maps. 1 pocket map. Bibliography. Index. 

A third edition of the standard, classical work on the Indians of Canada. The author 

is an internationally known ethnologist who has been in the service of the Federal 


Government and who, as well as writing scientific reports, has produced The People 
of the Twilight and other such books. The book has a subject and a geographical 
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Museum in London who makes full use of his geological and geographical knowledg, 
Basing his theories on what he believes to be the true readings of some of th 
eographical names in the texts of Polybius and Livy, he has carried out some neg 
detective’ work, which will interest his readers and will challenge the ancien 
historians. Whether he convinces them all with his solution of Hannibal’s route 
not, they will probably agree with what he says about Hannibal’s elephants in this 
very persuasive and attractive little book. (937 


World War Il 


PANZER BATTLES 1939-1945. A Study of the Employment of Armow 
in the Second World War. F. W. von Mellenthin. Translated from the German 
by H. Betzler. Edited by L. C. F. Turner. Cassell, 36s. 1955. 22 cm. 392 pages. 
§ illustrations. 60 maps. Index. 

Major-General von Mellenthin, a German regular officer, is well qualified to write 

this book as he served almost continuously with panzer formations in Poland, France, 

the Balkans, North Africa, Russia and Western Europe. It is divided into four parts, 
of which the third, dealing with the Russian campaign, is the largest; this is brilliantly 
described and is the highlight of what is probably the best book on the handling of 
armoured forces. The lessons and conclusions should prove valuable and the author's 
penetrating and comprehensive analysis of the psychology of the Russian soldier 
deserves the closest study. As might be expected, von Mellenthin is at pains to uphold 


the honour of the German Army, but his criticism of British tactics, apart from the } 


artillery, is open to question. Nevertheless, this is a very good book. (940-541) 


ESCORT: The Battle of the Atlantic. D. A. Rayner. Edited by S. W. Roskill. 
Kimber, 16s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 250 pages. 17 photographs. 2 diagrams. 2 maps. 
Endpaper maps. Index. 

Commander Rayner was the first R.N.V.R. officer to be given command of an 

Escort Group in the Western Approaches, and both he and his book are outstanding. 

His whole war service was spent in arduous anti-submarine activity, and he was twice 

decorated for successful actions. A qualified navigator, his ship-handling was 

exceptional, and no narrative of World War II gives a more vivid impression of one 
of the grimmest battles for survival in maritime history. Commander Rayner’s 
account of Admiral Horton’s operational methods, backed as it is by his personal 
experiences, is of the highest interest. (940°5451) 


GREEK ENTANGLEMENT. E. C. W. Myers. Hart-Davis, 18s. 1955. 
22 cm. 290 pages. 14 photographs. 2 maps. Index. 
The author commanded the group of British soldiers parachuted into Greece shortly 
before Alamein to cut the German supply line by blowing up the Gorgopotamos 
viaduct. Having brilliantly fulfilled this mission, he was left with the far more difficult 
assignment of fostering and keeping in harmony the bitterly divided forces of the 
Greek Resistance. The story of the arrival in Greece and the spectacular demolitions 
at the Gorgopotamos and the Asopos is modestly told but intensely exciting. The 
later chapters are of more specialised interest, but they are historically valuable as the 
independent testimony of a professional soldier of notable humanity and detachment. 


(940°548) 
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Britain 

THE MAKING OF THE ENGLISH LANDSCAPE. W. G. Hoskins. 
Hodder & Stoughton, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 240 pages. 83 illustrations. 17 maps and 
plans. Bibliography. Index. 

The author gives a sketch of those forces and events in the history of England since 

the earliest times which have influenced the character of the present-day landscape. 

It is restricted to alterations of human making and omits purely natural forces. Its 

great value is that at every stage, by giving illustrations of the way in which the history 

of a landscape may be explained by a combination of field work and documentary 

research, it acts as a stimulus to its readers to carry out further investigations them- 

selves. It is liberally illustrated and well supplied with bibliographies. (942) 


India 
GOLDEN INTERLUDE: THE EDENS IN INDIA, 1836-1842. 
Janet Dunbar. Murray, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 254 pages. Plates. 21 drawings in text. 
Maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Emily Eden is known for her books on India and for her two novels. Aged 
thirty-eight, she and her sister Fanny, who was four years younger, left the dignified 
social life of their English country house to accompany their brother, George Eden 
and Lord Auckland, to India where he was appointed Governor General in 1835. 
Members of a great Whig family and friends of the whole circle, they found their 
six years in India an exciting interlude which prompted hundreds of letters home. 
This first account of the sisters’ travels uses not only the published and unpublished 
letters of Emily, but the virtually unknown manuscript journal of Fanny. The picture 
of India thus presented is informative and unique, enlivened by the sharp-eyed wit 
of two great ladies; their own words are extensively used within the framework of 
a connected narrative. (954-08) 


Singapore 
COLONY OF SINGAPORE ANNUAL REPORT, 1954. Government 
Printing Office (Singapore), $3: H.M. Stationery Office (London), 9s. 1955. 22 cm. 
276 pages. 34 illustrations (10 in colour). 5 graphs in colour. 4 maps in colour. 
Bibliography. Index. 
This latest Annual Report for Singapore reflects the vigour and élan of this prosperous 
Colony, which in the course of the year achieved virtual self-government under a new 
Constitution. There is a party system, with a wide franchise and a common electoral 
roll for all races. One remarkable and significant fact recorded is that over half the 
population (which now well exceeds 1} million) is under 21. The report affords not 
only an account of the activities of the Singapore government departments but also 
interesting studies of various aspects of life in the Colony. The illustrations reveal the 
picturesque side of Singapore with its varied racial customs and fashions. (959-52) 


Canada 

INDIANS OF CANADA. Diamond Jenness. 3rd edition. Queen’s Printer 
(Ottawa, Canada), $6-00. 1955. 25-5 cm. Coloured frontispiece. 6 colour plates. 
117 illustrations. 9 maps. 1 pocket map. Bibliography. Index. 

A third edition of the standard, classical work on the Indians of Canada. The author 

is an internationally known ethnologist who has been in the service of the Federal 

Government and who, as well as writing scientific reports, has produced The People 

of the Twilight and other such books. The book has a subject and a geographical 
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division. The subjects range from Languages and Economic Conditions to Oratory, 


Drama, Music and Art. Geographically we move from the Tribes of the Eastern | 


Woodlands to the Tribes of the Mackenzie and Yukon Basins. The book is indis- 
pensable to the specialist and interesting and attractive for laymen and students. The 
only change from former editions is the addition of an Appendix. (970°1) 


FOUNDATIONS OF CANADIAN NATIONHOOD. Chester Martin. 
University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $7-50. 1955. 23°5 cm. $74 pages. 
Index. 

Professor Martin, former head of the department of history in the University of 

Toronto, divides the growth of Canadian nationhood into four stages—the struggle 

for self-government, union, expansion, and international recognition. Primarily 

concerned with constitutional development, he makes some illuminating comparisons 
between Canada and the United States. Canada’s political traditions are the only ones 
in the American hemisphere unbroken by revolution or civil war, and Professor 

Martin emphasises this evolving nature of Canadian progress. He assumes some 

knowledge on the part of his reader of both Canadian and British colonial history, but 

to those interested in imperial development this thoughtful and scholarly book is 

worthwhile reading. (971) 


Melanesia 


REPORT ON NEW HEBRIDES, ANGLO-FRENCH CON- 
DOMINIUM, FOR THE YEARS 1953 & 1954. Colonial Office. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 40 pages. 8 photographs. Map. Tables. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. 

This report, issued every two years, on the remote Melanesian group administered 

jointly by France and England follows the standard pattern, though since the total 

population is under $3,000, statistics and many other features tend to be in miniature. 

Thus imports and exports are rather over £1} and £14 million respectively; imports 

are mainly from Australia, exports, mainly copra, cocoa, and coffee, go over- 

whelmingly to France. The disadvantages of a scattered group of twelve fair-sized 
and sixty minute islands, with so small a population, having virtually three separate 
administrations, British, French, and Joint, are hinted at, and not least of these is the 
cost; of the British administration £74,204, of the French £155,400, and of 
the Joint administration £304,000. (993-4) 


FICTION 
General 


THAT UNCERTAIN FEELING. Kingsley Amis. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 254 pages. 

Mr. Amis has followed up his very successful Lucky Jim with a second novel which 
is equally entertaining and even more promising for his future development. Lucky 
Jim displayed close observation, hatred of cant, and high-spirited comedy. That 
Uncertain Feeling shows these too, but also increased emphasis on the moral relation 
of the writer to his subject-matter. The hero, an assistant librarian in a Welsh town, 
acquires the courage and discipline to refuse the rewards offered through corruption 
and philandering and to start life again, poor but honest, on a lower rung of the 
social ladder. Essentially this is a moral tale of the awakening of Puritan conscience— 
by a writer with great comic talent. If Mr. Amis continues to join conscience and 
comedy he may well become a major satirist. 
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CLOCHEMERLE-BABYLON. Gabriel Chevallier. Translated from the 
French by Edward Hyams. Secker & Warburg, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 304 pages. 
M. Chevallier’s delightful Clochemerle appeared nearly twenty years ago. The reader 
who has the pleasure of re-visiting the village in this sequel will find that the modern 
age has penetrated even to this French wine-producing community, which has 
hitherto followed the same slow rhythm for centuries. Now, jazz, speed, cinema, and 
American culture are changing the habits and outlooks of the Clochemerlians. 
Fortunately, the qualities of their historian, M. Chevallier, remain the same, though 

thaps the satire is mellower and the comedy more kindly. Exhilarating and full of 
y, this book—like the Beaujolais produced by its characters—is extremely 
satisfying. 


THE SILENT TARN. Hannah Closs. Hodder & Stoughton, 12s.6d. 1955. 
19°5 cm. 320 pages. Genealogical table. Map. 

This is the final novel of Mrs. Closs’s scholarly trilogy about the struggle for freedom 
of the Albigenses in the thirteenth century. Her hero, Wolf of Foix, who has been 
physically and spiritually crippled during the bitter struggle against the French and 
the Roman Catholic Church, is now a disillusioned worker in his wife’s Cathar 
hostel from whose bleak austerities he turns to make one more effort in the cause of 
brotherhood and peace. This is an austere, philosophical work whose centre, the 
heretic citadel of Mont Segur in the French Pyrenees, is the symbol both of 
the search for ultimate truth and of the idea of freedom. 


THE STEPMOTHER. R. C. Hutchinson. Cassell, 12s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 
222 pages. 

The author’s great strength is in his narrative power and this has not deserted him 
in this highly readable story of a stepmother who has to struggle against her husband’s 
preoccupation with his first wife and her stepson’s torturing sense of guilt, induced 
by his failure to live up to his mother’s high standards. The story is partly a revelation 
of the first wife’s real character and partly an exploration of the theme of loneliness. 
There are, as usual, some excellent portraits, notably that of a second-rate career 
girl, and so persuasive is Mr. Hutchinson’s manner that one scarcely perceives until 
the end the implausibility and cinematic quality of the tale. 


THE TRAP. Dan Jacobson. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 8s.6d. 1955. 20 cm. 
96 pages. 

This story affects the reader as a swift knock-out punch affects a boxer. The impact 
is shattering. The book tells a terse story of how a white man on a South African 
dismisses a Negro worker on the advice of a Negro whom he trusts, only to find that 
the trusted Negro has deceived him. It is the effect on the white man of his discovery 
—an effect manifested in shockingly brutal action—that gives the novel its extra- 
ordinary power. The book is not for the squeamish, but for those who can take it 
the story will provide an experience that it is not easy to forget. 


TO WHOM SHE WILL. R. Prawer Jhabvala. Allen & Unwin, 15s. 1955. 
19 cm. 302 pages. 

This social comedy of class distinctions in present-day New Delhi, with its 

“Austenish’ irony and wit, is one of the most delightful novels to come out of India. 

Its gifted author is at once tolerant and pungent in her description of the new society 

which has grown up since the ending of British rule. A well bred and romantic 
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young lady of good family so far departs from established custom as to imagine | 
herself in love with a young man of inferior social class. He responds amiably if 


without much conviction and many vows are exchanged while the respective | 


families proceed relentlessly with their own plans for arranged marriages. Miss 
Jhabvala most engagingly describes the rituals and occupations of both groups whose | 
fundamental agreement is the novel’s ironic theme. 


THE MINDWORM. C. M. Kornbluth. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1955. 19°5 cm. 
256 pages. (Novels of Tomorrow) 

A grim sense of humour, an invigorating style and a gift for maintaining tension till 
the final paragraph have put C. M. Kornbluth in the front rank of American writers 
of science fiction. There are twelve stories in this book, one of the cleverest of which, 
‘The Rocket of 1955’, is only two pages long. ‘The Mindworm’, which gives the 
collection its title, is an old-fashioned horror tale with a twentieth century, sardonic 
twist, about a telepathic problem child whose wild career is only checked at last 
by a group of East European immigrants, who are benighted enough to recognise a 
vampire when they meet one. 


THE SANDWICHES ARE WAITING and Other Stories. Jane McClure. 
Collins, 10s.6d. 1955. 20 cm. 192 pages. 

In her first volume of short stories the author relies mainly on the device of con- 
tinuous monologue, in which the characters cumulatively reveal themselves as the 
victims of self-deception, inhabiting a private make-believe world where a mother 
can imagine her thieving son to be a model of virtue, an aging widow fancy herself 
amorously pursued, or obtuse nagging wives be deluded by persistent mirages of 
their own domestic excellence. Though in her choice of themes Miss McClure 
concentrates upon misery 4 la mode, these tales of frustration, madness, and bereave- 
ment are lifted above despondency by firm technical control and by a gift of irony 
exercised through the medium of calculated non-statement. 


WAITING FOR THE MAHATMA. R. K. Narayan. Methuen, 12s.6d. 

1955. 19 cm. 256 pages. Endpaper drawing. Glossary of Indian terms. 
The Mahatma—‘Great Soul’—is, of course, the late Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, 
and in R. K. Narayan’s new novel we are able to see something of Gandhi’s work, and 
of its effect on the Indian people, through the eyes of two adherents of his movement. 
Sriram is a convert; Bharati, the girl he loves, a devoted disciple. Ingenuous, Sriram 
is easily misled into heretical doctrines of violence, but even in his most dangerous. 
moments he remains so guileless that the reader forgives him and rejoices in his 
happy union with Bharati. This novel combines the interest of an unusual subject 
with humour and a gentle charm. 


JEAN SANTEUIL. Marcel Proust. Translated from the French by Gerard 
Hopkins. Weidenfeld.& Nicolson, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 768 pages. 
Proust wrote this long, unfinished and recently discovered novel in his late twenties, 
so that it stands between his early stories and his final masterpiece. The resemblance 
to The Remembrance of Things Past, both in individual themes and in the cadences of 
the prose, is immediately striking. Proust’s style is already maturely formed and it is 
only by comparison with The Remembrance that the present book seems to fall short 
in architectural power and in the sustained presentation of character. There is the 
same gift for deducing general laws from the single experience and the same depth 
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of perception of human motive. In fact, the foundations of Proust’s greatest work are 
already well in evidence, but at this phase he is less acquainted with evil or the ways 
of the world. The translation is fully worthy of Mr. Hopkins’ high standard. 


THE GUARDIANS. J. I. M. Stewart. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
254 pages. 

This new novel by Mr. Stewart, who is ‘Michael Innes’ when he writes detective 
stories, is a variation of Henry James’s The Aspern Papers, but set in Oxford instead of 
Venice. The two aging daughters of a deceased Victorian man of letters ‘guard’ their 
father’s unpublished manuscripts in his North Oxford house, and an American scholar 
and an Oxford don are rivals for the privilege of editorship. By Jamesian standards of 
economy, rather too much time is spent on peripheral descriptions of the eccentricities 
of Oxford, but the central theme and the ‘guardians’ themselves are presented with 
memorable skill. 


ZEST FOR LIFE. (La Joie de Vivre.) Emile Zola. Translated from the French 
by Jean Stewart. Introduction by Angus Wilson. Elek Books, 1$s. 1955. 20 cm. 
294 pages. 

Unlike many of Zola’s better-known novels, this book is conceived as a study of the 

individual conflicts of family life, in which the influences of class or material environ- 

ment play comparatively little part. Zola’s talent for realistic description finds its 
outlet in the setting, a desolate fishing village on the Normandy coast. The principal 
theme, however, the fear of death, and the manner in which the leading characters 
confront it is plainly autobiographical and springs from a period of spiritual crisis in 

Zola’s own life. The story is told with a delicacy and compassion rare in his work, and 

the heroine is one of his most powerful creations. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 

BLIND DATE. Leigh Howard. Longmans, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 296 pages. 
Surprised in an empty flat whose occupant he does not know, while waiting for a 
woman of whose name he is ignorant, a young man is put through a searching - 
interrogation by the police, who have discovered a corpse on the premises. The action 
lasts for less than a day, at the end of which the reader feels he has known the 
protagonists for very much longer. The story is told chiefly in dialogue, which fits 
the characters and reveals their personality. The cut, thrust and parry of it between 
suspect and interrogator is very well done. The story gives, moreover, a convincing 
impression of police procedure. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 


JUDITH TEACHES. Mabel Esther Allen. Bodley Head, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 

192 pages. (Bodley Head Career Books for Girls) 
After two years of training crammed with study and teaching practice, Judith is 
appointed to a new Secondary Modern School in a large industrial town and is glad 
to have two of her friends with her. As her initial nervousness passes, the job takes a 
firm hold upon her and she is happy to prove her worth in it. Her story is com- 
petently handled, and older girls will find it both interesting and informative and 
gain some insight into the demands and rewards of an exacting but satisfying 
profession. 
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THE FOREST OF BOLAND LIGHT RAILWAY. ‘BB’. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 8s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 128 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) by 
Denys Watkins-Pitchford. 

In the Forest of Boland (where humans are not encouraged) industrious gnomes 

qusry valuable metals, and—since they knew all about steam a long time before we 

id—lavish care and affection on a light railway which takes them to work and is 
their pride and joy. But the gnome’s chief enemy, the leprechaun Shera Beg, is an 
inveterate pest on the line, and is only foiled in his attempts to sabotage it after many 

ups and downs. This is a delightful story for children from 7 to 11. 





THE HEIR OF CHARLECOTE. Mark Dallow. Reprint. Penguin Books, 
2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 156 pages. 12 drawings by Arthur Hall. Paper covers. (Puffin 
Story Books) 

An adventure story, set in sixteenth-century England, competently told with plenty 

of lively incidents. David Lucy of Charlecote narrowly escapes being murdered by 

the man who is trying to get possession of Charlecote, travels from Stratford-on- 

Avon to London with another boy and a dancing bear, meets Shakespeare at the 

Globe Theatre and plays Rosalind in As You Like It before Queen Elizabeth. For 

readers aged about eleven to fourteen. 


THE WILD LITTLE HOUSE. Eilis Dillon. Faber, 8s.6d. 1955. 25°5 cm. 
32 pages. Illustrations (7 in colour) by V. H. Drummond. 


The house that young John lived in had been built by a sailor and stood on four 
strong posts like legs. It wasn’t happy among its tall stiff neighbours and one night it 
walked off and left them and found a place by the sea. This is a happy little story, 
charmingly told, and the enterprising little house is bound to catch the fancy of the 
very young. 


THE DROVING LAD. Kathleen Fidler. Lutterworth Press, 8s.6d. 1955. 
20 cm. 200 pages. Illustrations by Geoffrey Whittam. 

Miss Fidler, a veteran of the children’s story, is at her best in Scotland and in the 
rural tale of the past. Set in the Highlands in the year 1813, this is the adventure of a 
cattle farmer’s son who, with his older brother, takes a prize bull over the lonely 
moors to the famous market of the Falkirk Tryst. His varied and often dangerous 
encounters with an inquisitive tinker, an escaped prisoner of the Napoleonic wars, 
a ruffianly cattle stealer and a little gypsy and his Highland wanderings make spirited 
reading for boys and girls of about ten to twelve. 


PANTOMIME CHRISTMAS. Hilda Hewett. Dent, 9s.6d. 1955. 168 pages. 
Illustrations (1 in colour) by Terence Freeman. 


Everybody except Karen, twelve but small for her age and a complete stranger to the 
theatre, is astonished when she is offered the part of Jill in the pantomime Jack and 
Jill. Karen accepts because she wants to help her mother, and, being a sensible child, 
she soon adapts herself to her new life, makes a success of her role and is rewarded 
with another offer. The book will appeal to children of 12-14 who are interested in 
the theatre for its revealing glimpses of backstage life as a child unfamiliar with it 


would see it. 
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MOOMINSUMMER MADNESS. Tove Jansson. Translated from the 
Swedish by Thomas Warburton. Benn, 8s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 168 pages. Illustrations 
by the author. 

This is the fifth of the delightfully fantastic stories by this Finnish author (writing 

in Swedish) to be translated into English. In their kind, they are the most successful 

since Alice in Wonderland. Designed for children of about seven to nine, they give 
very great pleasure to people of all ages. It is perhaps the philosophical placidity of 

Moominmamma, matriarch of the Moomin family, which entrances the parent, while 

the child delights in the goings-on of young Moomintroll, Snuf kin and the Snork 

Maiden. This time the family gets involved in-a very supernatural flood which to 

Moominmamma is all in the day’s work and to Moominpoppa is the opportunity 

to write a play. 


BIGGLES LEARNS TO FLY. W. E. Johns. Revised edition. Brockhampton 

Press, 68. 1955. 19 cm. 192 pages. Frontispiece in colour by Leslie Stead. 
Many of the admirers of Biggles, Captain Johns’ popular aviator, have asked when 
and where Biggles learnt to fly. In response to this request, the author has here 
re-presented the first Biggles story (first published in 1935) which describes the 
seventeen-ycar-old boy who got himself into the air force by suppression of birth 
certificate in 1916. Boys of twelve and upwards will enjoy this story not only for its 
account of flying exploits in the First World War but also for the technical and 
historical interest of its description of the early air force. 


HARRIET AND HER HARMONIUM. An American adventure with 
thirteen folk songs from the Lomax Collection. Alan Lomax. Faber, 15s. 1955. 
28-5 cm. 50 pages. Illustrations (some in colour) by Pearl Binder. Music arranged 
by Robert Gill. 

This engaging picture, story and song book about a little girl of twelve who has to 

cross America by herself in the year 1850 will please children of seven to nine but 

is really designed for general family use. Harriet’s gaily illustrated adventures are 
interspersed with folk songs (music included) from the celebrated collection of 

Mr. Lomax, who is an authority on the folk music of the United States. Thus, as 

Harriet proceeds across the Continent by wagon, barge and train from Boston to 

California, she sings, and children can sing with her, the local songs of the various 

States. 


TREASURE OF THE REEF. Mary Elwyn Patchett. Lutterworth Press, 
7s. 6d. 1955. 19 cm. 204 pages. Illustrations by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. 
The young heroine of this book tells the story of her wonderful holiday on the 
Great Barrier Reef of Australia in the satisfying company of Bron, her father’s friend, 
and his aborigine servant and companion. It is not without its dangers—encounters 
with a wild cat, an octopus, a deadly snake and a crocodile—or its excitements—a 
turtle feast, spear fishing in a mangrove swamp, being caught in a monsoon. To 
crown it all there is the beauty and variety of the Reef and its teeming life in water 


| and jungle, of which the author gives an excellent account. Young readers of 
| twelve and over will be fascinated by it. 


UNDERSEA TREASURE HUNTERS. Mary Elwyn Patchett. Lutterworth 
Press, 7s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 180 pages. Illustrations by Kiddell-Monroe. 

Another story of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef by Mrs. Patchett, this time about a 

party of children who accompany their uncle on a holiday with the object of exploring 
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under water with aqualung equipment. It is also the story of Julien, their orphaned 
French cousin, and their efforts to make him feel one of the family. The details of 
life under the sea, duels with its dangerous inhabitants, and the discovery of an 
18th century wreck make interesting and exciting reading for twelve to fourteen- 
year-olds. 


MINNOW ON THE SAY. A. Philippa Pearce. Oxford University Press 

10s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 248 pages. Illustrations by Edward Ardizzone. 
A stray canoe leads to a firm friendship between two boys, one of whom lives in a 
large but shabby house which his aunt can barely afford to keep up. The two boys 
determine to find the hidden treasure that can save the family fortunes. Their search 
combines enjoyment and anxiety, for penury dictates the sale of the house, and to a 
man who also has an interest in the treasure. This is a thoroughly enjoyable story for 
children of 10-12. Its unforced writing and its homely details lend it conviction, it 
captures the feel of summer on a Cambridgeshire river most successfully, and the 
characters are people in whom it is easy to believe. 


PHANTOM HORSE. Christine Pullein-Thompson. Collins, 8s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 190 pages. Illustrations by Sheila Rose. 

Iwo English children, Jean and Angus, accompany their parents when their father 
is posted to Washington. Horses are their passion, and they join in a round-up with 
their hospitable neighbours and take part in a foxhunt, but they are chiefly intent 
upon capturing a wild horse roaming the Blue Ridge Mountains, for whoever 
catches him will own him. It is Jean who tells the story, which reads like the genuine 
narrative of a young girl. The riding details will be appreciated by young horse- 
lovers of 10-12, who will also learn something of the American way of life. 


TESSA IN SOUTH AFRICA. Lady Kitty Ritson. Nelson, 83.6d. 1955. 


19°5 cm. 200 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) by Leslie Atkinson. (Mayfair Library) | 


Horse stories are apt to fall into a specialist category, but this one for children of 
about nine to twelve is of more general appeal owing to its inclusion of an exciting 
arms smuggling adventure and to its excellent description of South Africa. Tessa, 
settling near Cape Town with her father, who is in the Intelligence Service, acquires 
her pony and her dog in peculiar circumstances and they are more interesting than 
most animals of the kind. The children of the story are perhaps not very convincing 
but both their exploits and their riding experiences are well described. 


CLEVER POLLY AND THE STUPID WOLE. Catherine Storr. Faber, 

8s.6d. 1955. 21°5 cm. 100 pages. Illustrations (4 in colour) by Marjorie-Ann Watts. 
It is lucky for Polly that the big black wolf who is determined to eat her up is rather 
stupid. Polly is clever and she defeats his object every time. These are amusing tales, 
related with a lightness of touch that robs them of any frightening quality and, indeed, 


induces something like affection for Polly’s inadequate antagonist. They should be | 


highly popular in the nursery. 


OUTCAST. Rosemary Sutcliff. Oxford University Press, 10s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. | 


238 pages. Illustrations by Richard Kennedy. Map. 


A Roman child, saved from the sea off the west coast of Britain by a Celtic tribesman, 
is cast out of the tribe on the verge of manhood. Endeavouring to join the Roman 
legions, he is shanghaied and sold into slavery in Rome. He escapes from a vicious 
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master only to be condemned to the galleys. Goaded into rebellion, he is thrown 
overboard and cast up once more on Britain’s shores, where at last he gains his freedom 
and finds a home. The book is a remarkable imaginative feat, finely written and a 
real pleasure to read. Sensibility is evident on every page of the vivid narrative, 
which conjures up a realistic picture of the times. It should make a forceful impact 
upon the intelligence of any child of twelve and over with an interest in the ancient 
world. 


Non-Fiction 

THE BADEN-POWELL STORY. The Boy’s Life of Lord Baden-Powell 
of Gilwell. Geoffrey Bond. Staples Press, 6s. 1955. 19 cm. 160 pages. 8 illustrations. 

Lord Baden-Powell died in 1941, after a career full of adventure and distinction. 

He won fame first as a soldier and then as founder of the world-wide Boy Scout 

movement. His life story is told here in a way which should appeal to boys between 

eleven and fourteen. 


THE F.A. BOOK FOR BOYS. No. 8. Heinemann in association with the 
Naldrett Press for the Football Association, 10s.6d. 1955. 24 cm. 192 pages. Numerous 
illustrations (some in colour). Tables. 

An attractively illustrated popular annual for boys between ten and eighteen years 

of age which deals with very many aspects of the game of association football. The 

contributors include famous players, well-known sporting journalists and other 
experts on the game. The book is very liberally supplied with good photographs, 
humorous drawings and helpful diagrams. 


THE CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOK OF BALLET. Felicity Gray. 

Phoenix House, 6s.6d. 1955. 25°5 cm. 64 pages. 48 illustrations. Glossary. 
Mrs. Gray, theatre and television dancer, lecturer and choreographer, has arranged 
a slight but sensible and well-proportioned introduction, not too difficult for the 
interested ten-year-old. The clear and attractive pictures are usually close beside 
the relevant lines of text, and together they teach quite simply three or four things of 
first importance in ballet history, art and technique, both for girls and for boys, in 
classroom and on stage. The eye is trained in the appreciation of arabesques, of “tough 
comedy’ roles for boys, and of dance forms other than classical ballet in which 
‘ballets’ can be theatrically presented. 


THE MARVELLOUS STORY OF PUSS IN BOOTS. A Play for 
Children. Nicholas Stuart Gray. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. (Acting edition, 
paper bound, 4s.). 1955. 19 cm. 108 pages. Illustrations by Joan Jefferson Farjeon. 

This two-act play, telling how the resourceful ‘Puss’ frees a princess from a spell and 

helps an impecunious young man to win her hand in marriage, is the latest of Nicholas 

Stuart Gray’s successful children’s plays to be performed and published. His work 

has humour, action, and enchantment, and has been enjoyed by children of all ages. 


FLYING FOR YOU. A Career in Aviation. John Gunn. Lutterworth Press, 
128.6d. 1955. 20 cm. 192 pages. $5 photographs. 16 drawings in text. 

Although this excellent book is of more practical use to boys up to 17 years of age, 

its appeal will extend far beyond boyhood. Written in non-technical language it 

explains why an aircraft flies, both with and without an engine, how it is controlled, 

the theory of acrobatics and forced landings, elementary meteorology, and much else 
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besides. Part Il tells of the Fleet Air Arm, the Royal Air Force and civil airlines, with 
quite thrilling chapters about the test pilot and designer. The final chapter anj 
appendices explain careers in the industry and the qualifications required for Servig 
entry. 


THE SCOUT ANNUAL, 1956. Edited by Rex Hazlewood. C. Arthy 
Pearson by arrangement with the Boy Scout Association, 10s.6d. 1955. 25-5 cm, 
256 pages. Numerous illustrations. 

Articles on camp-craft, elementary astronomy, how to make a kaleidoscope and how 

to entertain a party; scout yells, a religious play, a large number of clean and hearry 

jokes; crossword puzzles, quizzes; adventure tales, in which the hero is usually 4 

scout—the mixture in this edition is much the same as in previous ones. There i 

hardly a page without a drawing or a photograph and the book should provid 

entertainment and instruction for most boys of scout age. 


OPENING AFRICA. L. F. Hobley. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 80 pages. 
Numerous illustrations by Richard Ogle and G. Randall. 34 maps by Clare 
Thornhill. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s Outlines) 

An excellent outline of the opening-up, partition, and economic development of 

Africa by European nations. The author summarises clearly the geographical factor 

which influenced the course of events, the motives which governed successive 

generations of explorers, administrators, and settlers, and the reactions of the 
indigenous peoples. He also finds room for some reference to the influence of African 
questions on international affairs. Without being colourless he maintains a fair balance 
on the more controversial matters. This book is suitable for children in their teens, 
but it can be commended to anyone who wants a concise introduction to the history 
behind the present restlessness. 


THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN THE WEST INDIES. Lucille 
Iremonger. Phoenix House, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 156 pages. 26 photographs (1 in 
colour). Map. Index. (Young Traveller Series) 

The latest addition to this popular series takes two English children to Jamaica and 

thence on a tour of the West Indies. The author, who was herself born in Jamaica, 

has chosen the most varied islands for her travellers to visit, and as she covers not only 
the British West Indies but the independent Caribbean territories and those colonised 
by other European powers, she is able to portray the atmosphere of varied European 
cultures transplanted to the Caribbean. A great deal of information is imparted pain- 
lessly, and such varied topics as West Indian Federation and the calypso find a niche. 


HOW FILMS ARE MADE. Stanley Reed and John Huntley. Educational 
Supply Association, 9s.6d. 1955. 21°5 cm. 96 pages. Numerous photographs. 
§ diagrams. Endpaper drawing. Index. 
This very fully illustrated book is suitable for children aged 12-15. Both the authors 
are very experienced in teaching film appreciation in schools. The complexities of 
film production are explained in a variety of engaging ways—for example, a visit to 
a studio at work is described in narrative form, while the work of film acting is 
presented by means of a dialogue between actors in a canteen. Other chapters are 
devoted to the activities of the Producer, Scriptwriter, Director and Studio 
Technicians, and the book concludes with brief surveys of the distribution and 
exhibition of films, and a simple account of the new dimensions recently introduced 
into the cinema. 
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GROWING UP GRACEFULLY. Edited by Noel Streatfeild. Barker, 15s. 

1955. 21 cm. 238 pages. Illustrations by John Dugan. 
A number of well-known people write about good manners for the guidance of 
young people growing up. There are chapters on table manners, how to introduce 
people to one another, how to avoid faux pas, correct dress, the art of conversation, 
behaviour at work, abroad, and at the theatre, party manners, letter writing, when 
and when not to make a fuss, giving and receiving presents, engagement and wedding 
etiquette, and finally an answer to an odd problem or two, all of which offer sound 
advice which will benefit the self-conscious young who want to know what con- 


stitutes good manners. 


THE YOUNG COLLECTOR’S BOOK. Introduction by James Laver. 
Burke, 7s.6d. 1955. 25 cm. 144 pages. Numerous illustrations. 
This inexpensive guide to collecting in general, which is freely illustrated, covers 
many possibilities for the young reader of twelve and over, who should find it useful 
as an introduction to Stamps, Labels, Pressed Flowers, Eggs, Coloured Sands, Pebbles, 
Coins, Butterflies and Moths, Cigarette Cards, Books and Prints, Porcelain, Seals 
and byways in Archaeology. The most original section is certainly that on Coloured 
Sands. Each subject is given a very brief bibliography. 
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published. 
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